
America and World War II Group Assignment & Presentation

Presentation Date:   
Content Standards:


1. Students analyze interactions among individuals, groups and institutions.  (SS-I,G,I)
2. Students develop civic competence through the study of how people create and change structure of power, authority and governance.  (SS-P,A,G)
3. Students understand the factors that influence the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.  (SS-P,D,C)
4. Students will participate in small group discussion.  (LA-OC)

5. Students will give a planned oral presentation, adopting a position or explaining a point of view.  (LA-OC)
6. Students will use visual and technological aids to support presentations.  (LA-OC)
Presentation Topics:

1. Mobilizing for War 
2. The Early Battles 
3. Life on the Home Front 
4. Pushing the Axis Back 
5. The War Ends 
Objectives:  Students will . . . .

1. explain how the United States mobilized its economy.

2. describe the issues involved in raising an American Army.

3. analyze how the Allies were able to fight a war on two fronts and turn the war against the Axis in the Pacific, Russia, and North Atlantic.

4. explain why Stalingrad is considered a major turning point of World War II.

5. describe how the wartime economy created opportunities for women and minorities.

6. discuss how Americans coped with shortages and rapidly rising prices.

7. describe the goals of the two major offensives the Allies launched in Europe in 1943.

8. explain the American strategy for pushing the Japanese back in the Pacific.

9. explain the tactics the Allies used to invade Germany and to defeat Japan.

10. outline the reasons the Allies created the United Nations and held war crimes trials.

Procedures: 

1. Students will be placed in teams of 3 to 5.

2. Each group will be assigned a specific topic that relates to America and World War II.

3. Students are to conduct extensive research on their assigned topic.

4. Students need to compile a list of facts, pictures, any cause and effect information about their specific topic.

5. Once students complete their research, students are to create a PowerPoint presentation showcasing their research to present to their fellow peers.

6. Students need to submit a works cited list at the conclusion of their presentation.

7. Presentations are to be at least 10-minutes in length, no longer than 15 minutes.

Grading:

1. A rubric will be used to grade presentations.
America and World War II Assignment Rubric

Group Member Names:
Title:
Points:        /100

	
	Excellent 

4 
	Good

 3 
	Fair

 2 
	Unsatisfactory 

1 

	Background x5
	Background does not detract from text or other graphics.  Choice of background is consistent from slide to slide and is appropriate for the topic.
	Background does not detract from text or other graphics.  Choice of background is consistent from slide to slide.
	Background does not detract from text or other graphics.
	Background makes it difficult to see text or competes with other graphics on the page.

	Content x5:


	Shows a full understanding of the topic.
	Shows a good understanding of the topic.
	Shows a good understanding of parts of the topic.
	Does not seem to understand the topic very well.

	Mechanics x5:


	Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has 1-2 misspellings, but no grammatical errors.
	Presentation has 1-2 grammatical errors but no misspellings.
	Presentation has more than 2 grammatical and/or spelling errors.

	Overall Quality x5:


	Presentation shows inventiveness.  The content and ideas are presented in a unique and interesting way.
	Presentation shows inventiveness.  The content and ideas are presented in an interesting way.
	Presentation shows and attempt at inventiveness on 1-2 slides.
	Presentation is a rehash of other people’s ideas and shows very little attempt at presenting ideas in a unique and interesting way.

	Time Limit x5:


	Presentation is 10-15 minutes long.
	Presentation is 8-9 minutes long.
	Presentation is 6-7 minutes long.
	Presentation is less than 6 minutes or more than 15 minutes.
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Peer Evaluation and Reflection
Date:  ___________________________________________________

Presenters:  _______________________________________________  
Your Name:  ______________________________________________
Please rate the presentation based on the following criteria.  Scores are based on 1 – 5 with 1 being the lowest & 5 being the highest.  Please be consistent, fair and accurate.
1. Topic covered:    


1
2
3
 4
 5

2. Main points clearly stated:

1
2
3
4
5
3. Presentation made sense:

1
2
3
4
5
4. Visuals used to connect content:
1
2
3
4
5

Reflection Questions:
1. What three things did you learn from this presentation?
2. What new questions have come to mind as a result of the presentation?  Please share your questions with the presenters at the end of their presentation.
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