World History Course Syllabus

Kamehameha High School, Maui 

Kevin O’Brien, instructor, Building X Kekaulike, Room 205

This World History class will be a general history class that will cover a long range of time of written human history, as opposed to studying in depth into one or two single eras, epochs, or civilizations.  The point will be to get students excited about World History as a whole or about individual aspects, and they will be encouraged and excited about further study.

Major Course Goals
1. Understand why history and social studies classes are required courses virtually every year at every school.

2. To show that history is fun.

Major Academic Goals


At the end of the course, the student will be able to:

1. Understand the progression by which people gathered in regions and created civilizations.

2. Understand how politics, culture, economics, and geography, and their forces, have shaped history.

3. Understand why outcomes happened the way they did when people of the Eastern Hemisphere came in conflict with people of the Western Hemisphere.

4. Understand that historical occurrences often have the tendency to occur again.

5. Understand that particular historical events and certain historical philosophical theories still affect the world today.

6. Understand that, today, attitudes of people of different cultures are influenced by that culture’s history.

7. Understand the role of human inventions to the advancement of human history.

8. Understand the basics and the history of the political spectrum.

9. Understand that different civilizations often exhibit similar characteristics.

Course Objectives


At the end of the course, the student will be able to:

1. Think critically about both sides of any issue.

2. Identify important people, events, places, and philosophical theories.

3. Interpret and identify maps.

4. Write complete essays. 
Course Outline – Course will proceed chronologically, except where noted.

Unit 1
Cradles of Civilization (During Q1 and Q3)
1. Pre-written history Humans

2. Ancient Humans

3. The River Valley Civilizations, especially…

4. Ancient Egypt

5. The Eastern Hemisphere “vs.” The Western Hemisphere

Unit 2
Contributors to Modern Civilization (During Q1 and Q3)
1. Ancient Greeks

2. Roman Republic to Roman Empire

3. Ancient Past of India, China, Japan, and SE Asia

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Unit 3 “Middle” Ages to Modern Times (During Q2 and Q4)

1.   The Fall of the Roman Empire

2.   Europe during the Middle Ages

3. Byzantine and Islam during the Middle Ages

4. The Mongols

Unit 4   The Beginning of the Modern World (During Q2 and Q4)
1.   The Renaissance, the Reformation, and the Scientific Revolution

2.   Isolation vs. Diffusion theories

3.   Mayans, Aztecs, Incas and European expansion overseas (Age of Exploration)
Unit 5
Democracy vs. Absolutism (Time Permitting in during Q2 and Q4))
1. The Enlightenment

2. The French Revolution

3. Comparing Napoleon to Hitler

4. The Industrial Revolution Leading to Imperialism

Major Components Towards Your Grade

1. Written Essays-These written assignments will be assigned as the class progresses, and will include a rough draft to be completed before each final draft.  Typically, there will be one or two essays per unit.

2. Essay Exams-Written notes given during the “Write it down period” will always be presented in outline form.  Essay tests will require students to present previous information in written essays.

3. Other assignments, projects, readings, and quizzes.

