
AHUPUAʻA SYSTEMS
Ka Pae ʻĀina O Hawai ʻ i

M A I  U K A  A  I  K A I



nvs. heap, pile, collection, mound, mass, 
altar, shrine

A H U



n. pig, hog, swine

P U A ʻ A



A H U P U A ʻ A
N .  LAND  DIVISION  USUALLY  EXTENDING  FROM  UPLANDS  TO  SEA ,  SO

CALLED  BECAUSE  BOUNDARY  WAS  MARKED  BY  A  HEAP  (AHU )  OF  STONE

SURMOUNTED  BY  AN  IMAGE  OF  A  PIG ,  OR  BECAUSE  A  PIG  OR  OTHER

TRIBUTE  WAS  LAID  ON  THE  ALTAR  AS  THE  TAX  TO  THE  CHIEF



The Ahupuaʻa system started in the early 13th 
century by Oʻahu chief, Māʻilikūkahi.  It was the 
proposed solution to food supply and land right 
disputes amongst aliʻi.  The hope was that these 
land divisions would bring order to both the kanaka 
and the ʻāina.

WHY 
AHUPUAʻA?
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TH E  BREAKDOWN

MOKUPUNI  •  ISLANDS  

MOKU  •  LARGE  DISTRICTS

AHUPUA ʻA  •  LAND  DIVISIONS
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MŌ ʻ Ī

ALI ʻ I  ʻAI  MOKU

ALI ʻ I  ʻAI  AHUPUA ʻA  

KONOHIKI

KAUKAU  ALI ʻ I  

ʻOHANA



H a w a i i a n  A n t i q u i t i e s  b y  
D a v i d  M a l o ,  p g .  1 6

-DIVISIONS  OF  THE  LAND- 

KUAHIWI  

KUALONO  

LUA  PELE  

MAUNA  

WAO  NAHELE  

WAO  MAUKELE  

WAO  AKUA  

WAO  KANAKA  

KULA  

KAHAKAI



H a w a i i a n  A n t i q u i t i e s  b y  
D a v i d  M a l o  

OTHER  NAMES  TO

DES IGNATE  FEATURES  OF

THE  LAND  I NC LUDE . . .  

 

PU ʻU  

 

AWĀWA  

 

PAL I  

 

KAHAWA I  

 

LOKO
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