The Origin of Hawai i Ne;

[ 1 SURPRISING how contradictory are the accounts given by ka po'e
hiko of the origin of the land in Hawai G nei. The moslely of the beginnings
of the Hawaiian group and of Kahiki were not well kept, and the accounts gf
the people of much later times are contradictory. Here let us see the accurate-
sess of some people and the errors of others.

In the genealogy of Puanue, it is said, by those who kept it very sketchily,
that Kumu-kani-ke-ka‘a gave birth to the “borders” of the earth and of the’
sky, the kiikulu 0 ka bonua, kikulu o ka lani. Kumu-kani-ke-ka‘a was the wife,
and Paialani the husband. Others say that Kamai‘eli gave birth to the taproot,
the mole, of the earth. Haloiho-i-lalo was another name for this woman, and
Kumuhonua was the name of her husband.

In the Kumulipo genealogy, it is said that the earth and the heavens simply
grew.
: In the genealogy of Wakea, it is said that his wife Papa gave birth to the
ls'lands and so was called Papa-nui-hianau-moku, Great-Papa-who-gave-
birth-to-jslands. !
‘ It was thus that Papa gave birth: she gave birth to a gourd, a calabash with
'S cover, he ‘umeke a he po'i; Wakea threw the cover up, and it became the
sky; then Wikea threw out the inner core, ka haku oloko, and it became the
*U0; as he threw it up, the seeds became stars. Waikea saw the wh.iteness of
the soft core, the pala haku, of the gourd and threw that up, and it became
the moon; the white layer, papa ke ke, of the gourd Wikea scraped and
'ew up into s nd it became clouds; the juice of the gourd I?e poured
' gk tion of the
Into the clouds, and it became rain. The calabash from the separa

2
gourd by Wakea became land and ocean. ater generations followed the
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