Emerging Hawaiian leaders equipped with 21st century skills and grounded in Christian & Hawaiian values.

	8th Grade United States History:  Prehistory to Reconstruction

COURSE SYLLABUS
SY 2016-2017

INSTRUCTOR: Waynette Apolo
	Classroom:  Kaheiheimālie, J-05
	Office hours: 2:30 – 3:30pm (Monday – Friday)

	Office phone: 573-7045
	Email:  waapolo@ksbe.edu

	Web page: http://blogs.ksbe.edu/waapolo/
	Class schedule: 
Block 1 (7:50 – 9:15am)
Block 6 (1:05 – 2:30pm)
IMUA   (10:50 – 11:35am)




		




	A. DESCRIPTION
Students in 8th grade use this course of study, which immerses them in a powerful journey through the history of the United States from its earliest foundations to the age of industrialism. Students examine the philosophies, conflicts, and cultures around which the early nation developed and consider the influence of past events on the nation today.  This course is designed to shifting to a student-centered, activity based classroom.  Finally, students should demonstrate, through their studies, a commitment to the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in a democratic society.

	B. ORGANIZATION
The format of the class varies by topics depending on the lesson activities and projects within each unit.  Primary instructional methods:  lecture, student discussion and learning, group work and presentation, project based learning.  Student groups change frequently and group members are selected to meet desired outcomes. 

	C. COURSE OBJECTIVES
Specific objectives will be provided on the first day of each unit. We will focus our reading, discussions, and activities on those objectives. 


	D. COURSE STANDARDS
The standards are organized around four content areas:
Standard 1 – History 
Students will examine the relationship and significance of themes, concepts, and movements in the development of United States history, including review of key ideas related to the colonization of America and the revolution and Founding Era.  This will be followed by emphasis on social reform, national development and westward expansion, and the Civil War and Reconstruction period.
Standard 2 – Civics and Government
Students will explain the major principles, values and institutions of constitutional government and citizenship, which are based on the founding documents of the United States and how three branches of government share and check power within our federal system of government.
Standard 3 – Geography
Students will identify major geographic characteristics of the United states and its regions.  They will name and locate the major physical features of the United States, as well as each of the states, capitals and major cities, and will use geographic skills and technology to examine the influence of geographic factors on national development.
Standard 4 – Economics
Students will identify, describe and evaluate the influence of economic factors on national development from the founding of the nation to the end of Reconstruction.




	E. TEXT AND REQUIRED SUPPLIES
Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook will be their primary resource.  Other handout materials will be supplemented.  Some time will be devoted to Global Issues/Current Events (Connection of local, state, national and international issues) through the implementation of Junior Scholastic (The Current Events Magazine).

	F. GRADING PLAN
Students will be graded using a point system.  Points will be given for: test and quizzes; oral and written assignments (classwork/homework); projects including Interdisciplinary Team Units (ITU).  
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	ATTENDANCE
Please see KSM student handbook for attendance policy.


	GENERAL
Grades will be posted online via KS Connect.  Please check your grades often and communicate any concerns or discrepancies with the teacher immediately.  Progress reports may be sent home at mid-quarter for students receiving a grade at or below a C-.  


	G. CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT
It is hoped that you will behave appropriately in the classroom.  I will go over in more detail what the classroom behavior expectations are and what the consequences for poor behavior will be.  If I must constantly give my attention to class disruptions then you, both individually and as a group, will lose privileges and freedom.  As in any community, it is up to you to reserve your rights and protect your freedom.  This begins with good citizenship!

	J. SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCCESS
Come to class prepared and be attentive in class; stay abreast of all assignments.  Keep up with all assignments or readings.  You will be informed of quizzes and tests ahead of time, be prepared, study in advance and review class materials.  Rubrics are used frequently to assess growth and learning, look carefully at the rubric, use it as a tool to demonstrate your abilities. Quality work is expected.



	TOPICS OF STUDY                                  ESSENTIAL QUESTION


Building A Nation (Prehistory – 1783)
Unit 1 - Three Cultures Meet:		How did global interactions shape early American society?
Unit 2 - Colonial America			What factors shaped the development of the American identity?
Unit 3 - Revolutionary America		What were the causes and consequences of America’s movement for independence?

Becoming An Independent Nation (1776 - 1800)
Unit 4 - Establishing a New Government 	How does the structure of the U.S. political system reflect American ideas about 						individual rights and the purpose of government?  
Unit 5 - Leaders and Challenges of a New Nation	How did the controversies of the early republic shape the future of the United States?

A Nation Expands (1790 – 1860)	
Unit 6 - Building a New National Identity	Which events shaped the United States during its first 50 years?
Unit 7 - New Horizons			How did expansion change America socially, economically, and politically?
Unit 8 - Industrial Expansion and Reform	How did the early Industrial Revolution change American society and daily life?

A Nation Divided	(1820 – 1877)
Unit 9 - Slavery and the Civil War		In what ways was the Civil War both a beginning and an ending?
Unit 10 - Reconstruction			Is the history of Reconstruction a story of continuity or change?
