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"Perhaps travel cannot prevent bigotry, but by demonstrating that all peoples cry, laugh, eat, worry, and die, it can introduce the idea that if we try and understand each other, we may even become friends."  —Maya Angelou, writer

Overview

The theme for 10th grade is World Literature, so naturally we will be reading and analyzing a wide range of texts from around the globe, including novels, poems, short stories, songs, films, and plays.  Many of these stories involve travelers venturing to distant places, encountering new characters, new cultures, and new perspectives. These encounters allow us an opportunity to reflect upon our relationship to the world and to others, and as Maya Angelou points out, it can also help us discover and rediscover our common humanity. 

This class will also be project-oriented. We will be reading, analyzing, and discussing these stories as models and starting points for you develop your writing skills.  Homework assignments, research projects, and major essays (one per quarter) will be geared to deepen our understanding and appreciation of literature, and to equip us with an understanding of the tools and techniques that make a piece of literature work.  In order to demonstrate your understanding of the material, as well as your growth as a writer, each quarter will culminate in a creative final project in which you will apply these skills to tell your own story.  

Readings:

· 1st Quarter:  Haroun and the Sea of Stories by Salman Rushdie

· 2nd Quarter: The Tempest by William Shakespeare 
· 3rd Quarter:  Potiki by Patricia Grace

· 4th Quarter:  Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift

Supplies:

· Ample supply of blue and/or black pens, pencils and folder paper
· One “flash” or “thumb” drive (minimum 512 MB)
· One highlighter
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:

Student responsibilities are very simple, and fall into two basic categories:  Be prepared and be respectful.  What does this mean in the classroom?
Before learning can begin, one must be prepared to learn.  As such, students will come to class PREPARED.  This means:
· Being on time, ready, and seated before the bell rings.
· Cell phones and MP3 players should be put away before entering the classroom.
· Laptops should be closed and stored under your desk, unless otherwise stated by the teacher.
· Using the restroom before class begins.
· Bringing your textbook(s), pen, highlighter, pen, and laptop to class everyday. Only English materials should be on your desk!
· Maintaining a neat and organized workspace.  Backpacks should be kept off your desk. A cluttered and disorganized workspace represents a cluttered and disorganized mind.
· Honoring deadlines. You cannot fully participate in class discussion or activities if you haven’t prepared and finished your homework the night before.
In order to create and maintain a safe learning environment, students will be RESPECTFUL at all times.  This means:
· Being an active listener by giving your full and undivided attention to the speaker (whether myself or your classmate).
· Raising your hand and waiting your turn to speak.
· Coming to class with a positive attitude
· Respecting the viewpoints of others.
Consequences:

· Misbehavior will have an adverse effect on a student’s class participation grade. Depending on the infraction, consequences may also include mandatory study help, a phone call to parents, or possible detention, as outlined in the Student Handbook.
· As a general rule, if I must stop class to address student behavior, I may ask the student to make up the cumulative class time wasted during study help (in other words, # of minutes wasted x students per class).

GRADING POLICY
Grades can be accessed via KS Connect at anytime 
The grade for each quarter is divided into four parts: 

20%  Class Participation and Preparation

30%  Homework/class work/quizzes
25%  Essay (1 major essay per quarter)
25%  Final Project (1 per quarter)

All assignments are expected to be done thoroughly and thoughtfully.  The grade for each of the two quarters in the semester counts 40% and the final examination counts 20% of the overall semester grade. 
Note:  Class Participation and Preparation make up a significant portion of your grade.  I will frequently ask for volunteers to share their insights and mana‘o, so it’s important to be prepared, and to make a concerted effort to participate.  This portion of your grade will be graded holistically, taking into consideration my observations, as well as a self-reflection assignment that you will complete at the end of the quarter.   If you are an active listener and make a concerted effort to participate thoughtfully and consistently, you’ll do just fine.

Blackboard and KS Blog:

We will use Blackboard and our class blog as a place to reflect on the readings and organize our thoughts before class discussion.  We will also use it as a place to engage with and respond to the ideas of your fellow classmates, and to learn from each other.  The web addresses are as follows:

Blog Address: http://blogs.ksbe.edu/ryoishi/

Blackboard Address:  http://bb.ksbe.edu/

Note: When hard copies of an assignment are due, please turn them into the blue box.

Late Work Policy:

· All assignments must be submitted on the announced due date to be eligible for full credit.  Late work will result in a significant grade deduction for the assignment.

· Unless otherwise stated, assignments will be due at the start of class. All late work should be turned in as a hard copy to the blue box.
· Print out typed assignments before class begins.  Any work that is still printing out after the bell rings will be considered late.
· For major assignments such as essays and final projects, there will be a reduction of 10% of the possible points available for the assignment every day the assignment is late, i.e. a 100 point assignment would lost 10 points per day it is late, until no points are possible.  For example:  paper due on Monday turned in on Wednesday earns an 82% -- the official grade will be a 62%
· Any and all work assigned before an absence must be turned in the day the student returns to class, unless otherwise excused.  Unexcused late work will be penalized.

· When students are absent, they are responsible for finding late work.  If you miss a quiz, it is your responsibility to come and see me to make it up. Please use the buddy system to find out late assignments:

· Contact Person:  

· Cell phone number:

· Email:

· Other (Facebook, etc.):

· The last day of the quarter is the cut off day for all missing assignments.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense.  Plagiarism is not only the copying the exact words from another person’s works, but the borrowing of ideas without giving credit through proper citation.  Consequences for plagiarism will result in an automatic 0 for the assignment, and may result in additional consequences.

Study Help:

If you need additional help with an assignment, please feel free to arrange an appointment with me.  I am usually available after school till about 4 pm, except for Mondays when I have department meetings.  On an as needed basis, I may require students to attend mandatory study help sessions, either individually or in groups.

I have read the following course summary, and understand the expectations of me:
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