
Colonialism  
Vocabulary List  

	
Directions:	Create	a	learning	diagram	illustrating	each	word.		
	
1. cash	crop	(n):	 	 a	plant	farmed	to	sell,	not	to	feed/supply	a	family		 	

2. charter	(n):	 	 an	official	paper	creating	a	colony	&	stating	its	rules	

3. civilize	(v):	 	 to	bring	to	an	advanced	and	organized	state	of	culture	

4. colony	(n):		 	 a	land	that	is	settled	and	ruled	by	another	country	

5. colonial	(adj):	 	 of	or	about	owning	or	living	in	a	colony	ruled	from	far	

6. colonialism	(n):		 	 ideas	and	ways	used	by	a	nation	to	control	a	far-off	land	

7. develop	(v):	 	 to	make	suitable	for	life/business	in	a	certain	style	

8. ethnocide	(n):	 	 the	process	of	destroying	a	culture	

9. exploit	(v):		 	 to	make	use	of	something	for	one’s	own	advantage	

10. export	(v):	 	 to	ship	goods	out	of	your	country	

11. hierarchy	(n):		 	 a	system	of	rank,	from	most	to	least	powerful	

12. industry	(n):		 	 a	system	of	labor	to	create	products	for	sale	or	profit	

13. manufacture	(v):		 to	make	by	hand	or	with	machinery	

14. merchant	(n):	 	 a	person	who	buys	and	sells	goods	to	make	money	 	

15. mercantilism	(n):		 a	system	where	nations	make	money	from	colonies	

16. mother	country	(n):	 the	nation	that	colonizers	come	from	

17. product	(n):	 	 an	item	made	for	use	or	sale	

18. property	(n):	 	 land	that	is	owned	and	can	be	sold	

19. revolt	(v):		 	 to	rebel,	to	fight	back	against	the	group	in	power	

20. slave	trade	(n):	 	 the	process	of	buying	and	selling	people	

	


