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U.S. History Final Spring 2015
Argumentative Essay Handout

The final component to your U.S. History class is to complete a final essay.  This essay will serve as the culmination of your learning in this class.  
For your assignment, you will be writing an argumentative essay.  The primary purpose of an argumentative essay is to convince readers to accept your position on an important subject/topic that your have strong, genuine feelings about.  The quality of your argument depends upon your ability to support your position with solid facts and details and to counter significant opposing points of view. (Writers Inc. p. 195)
In your essay, you will convince your readers that your particular stand one of the questions posed below is correct.  

· How does our nation maintain itself through present day issues?
· To what extent does our nation ensure a better life for all citizens?
You will focus your knowledge of U.S. History and support your position, opinion, or point of view with the various subjects that were covered this semester such as:  The American Revolution, the U.S. Constitution, Civil War, America’s Labor Movement, Immigration, WWI, the Great Depression, WWII, the Civil Rights Movement, and the Vietnam War.  You may also include any present day issues.  Requirements for your writing piece are as follows:

· Your essay includes a title, introduction, body and conclusion

· A strong thesis

· Stated in your introduction paragraph

· Restated in your concluding paragraph

· Contains supporting facts

· Refrain from personal pronoun use
· Works Cited

· Needs to have cite at least 4 difference sources
· MLA Format

· Typed, double space, 1 inch margins

· 12 point Arial or Times New Roman Font
Timeline
	What?
	Date

	Introduce Essay

	Fri. 05/15/15

	Essay Work Time

	Fri. 05/15/15–Tues. 05/19/15 

	Final Essay Due
*Shared via Google Docs
	Tues. 05/19/15 by 2:45pm
*No late submissions will be accepted due to the amount of class time you will have to work on your essay.



Tips for Success:

· Make sure you understand MLA Format
· Come in for help during office hours or make an appointment

· Get additional feedback

· Use class time productively
Final Essay Rubric

This rubric will be used to grade your final draft.  Grading will be based on the 6+1 Trait Writing Rubric.
	
	Teacher

	Ideas x 12 (60 points)
	

	Organization x 12 (60 points)
	

	Voice x 6 (30 points)
	

	Word Choice x 8 (40 points)
	

	Sentence Fluency x 8 (40 points)
	

	Conventions x 6 (30 points)
	

	Presentation x 8 (40 points)
	

	300 points possible
	


Mrs. Pico-Lilio

10th Grade U.S. History

Final Essay Handout


