“I WOULDA, COULDA, SHOULDA” Study Guide
TOTAL BATTERY

1. Spend the time necessary to complete your homework each night
2. Talk regularly with your teachers. Get help before, during recess or after school as often as needed.

3. Get help at the Hui Malama learning center, Boys and Girls Club after school program, at the public library or from a private tutor if necessary.

4. Set specific goals for yourself to improve your grades or test scores.
READING
1. Choose reading material which has a personal interest. Ask librarian or English     teacher to help you choose a book if you’re not sure which books would interest you.

2. Read different kinds of books to find those you prefer. Even after you find one, keep trying different authors and different themes.
3. Schedule a regular time to read every night.

4. Read aloud. Try reading to your younger brother or sister on a regular basis.

5. Visualize what you are reading-get a mind picture of the setting, characters, and incidents in the story.

6. Summarize events in the story in your mind.

7. Ask yourself questions about what are happening, what caused what, and the sequence of events.
8. Reread materials/books that you like- it helps you build fluency.

9. Read more non fiction.

10. Predict what will happen in the story.

11. Put yourself in the story.

12.  Keep a journal to take notes on your thoughts about what you read or to remember key points.

LANGUAGE

1. Use complete sentences to answer all written questions.

2. Use proper English in everything you write (including notes) and in everyday speech.

3. Proof read your papers carefully, once for content, once for grammar.

4. Read your papers aloud to yourself– see if they make sense.

5. Take your Daily Oral language or Word of the day seriously.

6. Ask someone (student, parent, teacher) to edit your written assignments, and you can do the same for him or her.

7. Keep a dictionary close by when you write.

8. Keep a writing language reference book close by when you write, (Writers Ink).
MATH

1. Be Confident. If you believe you cannot solve a problem then you will never be able to solve it even if you have the skills needed.

2. Get help on specific areas that give you problems such as fractions, decimals, or percents.

3. Learn the specific skills needed to solve problems. Your math teacher will work with you on these skills in class, but you may need to get extra help if you struggle with “story problems” and other application problems.

4. Work on your reading skills. You must be a good reader to work application problems.

5. Avoid depending upon the calculator to work all your problems. Exercise your brain by working some problems in your head on a regular basis.

6. To build speed, time yourself as you solve math problems to see how many you can complete accurately in 5 minutes.

7. Use supplemental materials to help you understand the basics. For example: Check out a math book over the summer to catch up on basics you may have missed, practice your multiplication tables if you are not confident in them, get a program for your computer which will help you with math skills.

8. PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE
SOCIAL STUDIES/SCIENCE

1. Develop good reading skills.

2. Keep up on current events by watching local and national news broadcasts regularly or reading the newspaper. 

3. Watch various information programs: Discovery channel, discovery kids, National geographic, Travel channel, Animal planet.

4. Visit a planetarium.

5. Visit the Maui Ocean center, Tech Park, Whale museum, Haleakala National park, Maui tropical plantation, Kahana pond waterfowl sanctuary, Maui Arts and Cultural center, Wai’anapanapa state park, Hana cultural center, Hui No’eau arts center, Kula Botanical gardens, Hawaii Nature center, Alexander and Baldwin sugar museum, PoliPoli state park, Ke’anae arboretum, Kahanu gardens, I’ao Needle Park, Moku’ula, Bailey House, Hale Pa’i printing Museum and various others historical places.
6. When taking vacations, read about the history of the area before going. Visit the historical sites you have read about.

7. Build a project such as a doghouse, motorized go-cart, model airplane, etc.

8. Chart the weather forecast accuracy of your favorite weather person.

9. Keep “stats” on your favorite athlete. 
