CCSS E/LA, Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects
Instructional Shifts

1.Building Knowledge Through Content-Rich Nonfiction
* Balancing informational texts and literary texts.
* Building knowledge in the disciplines
2. Reading and Writing Grounded in Evidence
* Text based answers
*  Writing from sources
3.Regular Practice with Complex Texts and Academic Language
e Staircase of complexity
e Academic vocabulary

CCSS Math Instructional Shifts

1. Greater Focus on Fewer Topics

e Focus: Teachers significantly narrow and deepen the scope of how time and
energy is spent in the math classroom. They do so in order to focus deeply
on only the concepts that are prioritized in the standards.

2. Linking Topics and Thinking Across Grades

* Coherence: Principals and teachers carefully connect the learning within
and across grades so that students can build new understanding onto
foundations built in previous years.

3. Rigorous Pursuit of Conceptual Understanding, Procedural Skills, and

Application.

* Fluency: Students are expected to have speed and accuracy with simple
calculations; teachers structure class time and/or homework time for
students to memorize, through repetition, core functions.

* Deep Understanding: Students deeply understand and can operate easily
within a math concept before moving on. They learn more than the trick to
get the answer right. They learn the math.

e Application: Students are expected to use math and choose the appropriate
concept for application even when they are not prompted to do so.

* Dual Intensity: Students are practicing and understanding. There is more
than a balance between these two things in the classroom — both are
occurring with intensity.




GREEN FLAGS AND RED FLAGS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

Step 1: Discuss how you use informational texts in your classroom?

Building Knowledge through Content-Rlch InformationalText

The Common Core State Standards for ELA/Literacy

reen box.
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Scientific and historical texts are given the same time and weight as literary
text.

Informational text in elementary comprise 50% of text used in ELA, science,
social studies and the arts; in the middle school, informational text comprise
55%; in high school, informational text comprise at least 70%.

Informational texts are selected to help students deepen their understanding
of topics and themes over time.

All content area teachers explicitly teach reading and writing strategies
essential to learning and communicating in their discipline.

Students are asked questions that give them the opportunity to share
evidence from text.

Activities strengthen students’ listening skills as well as their speaking skills.
Students write frequently about what they are reading and learning in all
content areas, drawing from evidence in the text.

Reading and writing strategies are presented consistently across all content
areas.

Multiple texts, presented in diverse formats, are used to integrate
information on a given topic.

Primary sources of information are used widely.

Literature is the sole or vast
majority of text used in ELA
classes.

All or majority of text is narrative
in structure.

Texts do not logically develop
learning about a specific topic or
theme.

Teachers present the information
in the text rather than expecting
students to read for
understanding.

Text is used as a reference rather
than a source of information.

No connection between the

reading and writing assignment.
No instruction is provided in
reading or writing strategies
appropriate to the content area.
A single text is used for all reading
assignments.

Sue 7. Beers, 2012
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