
HONORS English 9 / HONORS English 9 HPWL 

Summer Reading List (SY 2018-2019) 

 

Welcome to our English Department’s Summer Reading Lists for Honors English 9 and Honors 

English 9 HPWL! In an effort to prepare you for future literary discussions, the English 

department requires all honors students to read ONE of the books from the list below.  At the 

start of the school year, all students will be tested on these selections. Books listed may be 

borrowed from the state library system or purchased on-line or from local bookstores. 

 

Reading Lists may also be viewed on-line at the English Department website: 

http://kapalama.ksbe.edu/high/english/index.htm  

Moloka’i, Alan Brennert 

This richly imagined novel, set in Hawai'i more than a century ago, is an extraordinary epic of a 

little-known time and place---and a deeply moving testament to the resiliency of the human 

spirit. Rachel Kalama, a spirited seven-year-old Hawaiian girl, dreams of visiting far-off lands 

like her father, a merchant seaman. Then one day a rose-colored mark appears on her skin, and 

those dreams are stolen from her. Taken from her home and family, Rachel is sent to Kalaupapa, 

the quarantined leprosy settlement on the island of Moloka'i. Here her life is supposed to end---

but instead she discovers it is only just beginning. With a vibrant cast of vividly realized 

characters, Moloka'i is the true-to-life chronicle of a people who embraced life in the face of 

death. Such is the warmth, humor, and compassion of this novel that "few readers will remain 

unchanged by Rachel's story" (mostlyfiction.com). 

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban, Malala 

Yousafzai (NOT Young Reader’s Edition) 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 

Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education.  On Tuesday, October 

9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at 

point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. 

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote 

valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she 

became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace 

Prize.  I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight 

for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his 

daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their 

daughter in a society that prizes sons.  I AM MALALA will make you believe in the power of one 

person's voice to inspire change in the world (Amazon.com). 

The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and 

will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches 

out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–
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books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her 

stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in 

her basement. In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity, award-winning author 

Markus Zusak, author of I Am the Messenger, has given us one of the most enduring stories of 

our time (Amazon.com). 

 

Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood, Trevor Noah 

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began 

with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother 

at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ 

indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the 

extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a government that could, at 

any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, 

Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and embracing the 

opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle (Amazon.com). 
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