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Timeline 

1842 First laws requiring reporting of marriages and births 
First lists of passengers arriving and departing 

 

1846 
Court records begin 
First law requiring a license to marry 

1847 Legal adoptions authorized 

1848 Māhele 

1852 First Chinese contract laborers 

1860 Law requiring use of a family name (Father’s last name) “Proper Names Bill” 

1868 First Japanese contract laborers 

1878 First Portuguese contract laborers 

1881 First Norwegian and German contract laborers 

1885 Second and major immigration of Japanese begins 

1896 Department of Health responsible for registering births 

1900 Immigration under jurisdiction of Federal government 

Used by Permission from Kapena Shim 



House of Nobles  
Knudsen’s proposed amendment to penalize non-compliance $10 was voted down as 
Widemann asserted the law should not compel the peopled to abandon their old names if 
they didn’t with it.  
 



Adoption Records 

● From 1847 to 1915, law required adoptions be registered at 
Bureau of Conveyances 

 

● After 1903, circuit courts had full jurisdiction and records are in 
probate cases 

 

● In 1945, adoption cases were made confidential 

Used by Permission from Kapena Shim 



Delayed Birth Certificates 

● From 1911-1972, person born in Hawaiʻi whose birth not 
registered could apply for a delayed  birth certificate 

 

● Index to Delayed Birth Certificates at the Hawaii State 
Library, Main Branch 

 

● Delayed Birth Certificate Applications Copies on microfilm 
at the LDS Genealogy Centers 

Used by Permission from Kapena Shim 



Census Records 

● Taken as early as 1830s 

● Census of 1840-1866: tax list, mostly for Oʻahu 

● Census of 1866: Lāhaina; Kahoʻolawe; and Hilo-Paukaa 

● Census of 1878: Lahaina, Hamakua, ʻEwa, Waiʻanae, and Waialua 

● Census of 1884: By Board of Education, by election districts 

● ***Census of 1890: All Islands*** 

● Census of 1896: Honolulu 

● ***Census of 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940: All Islands*** 

Used by Permission from Kapena Shim 



Robert C. Schmitt, State Statistician 

• The first population census in 
historical times was undertaken in 
Wainiha Valley near the beginning 
of the nineteenth century. “At a 
time as late as the reign of 
Kaumuali`i, the local konohiki 
making a careful census of the 
valley by villages, from the sea 
mauka returned upwards of 2000 
souls,” 65 of whom were described 
as menehune—the legendary race 
of small people who worked at 
night building fishponds, roads, and 
temples.  



Hawai'i State Library 

http://hawaii.sdp.sirsi.net/custom/web/hawaii_and_pacific/bibliography.html


http://hawaii.sdp.sirsi.net/custom/web/hawaii_and_pacific/Bibliographies/GenealogySources.pdf
http://hawaii.sdp.sirsi.net/custom/web/hawaii_and_pacific/Bibliographies/GenealogicalResources11.pdf


http://hawaii.sdp.sirsi.net/custom/web/hawaii_and_pacific/Bibliographies/Chinese07.pdf
http://hawaii.sdp.sirsi.net/custom/web/hawaii_and_pacific/Bibliographies/Japanese98.pdf




Hawai`i State Public Library System 

https://www.librarieshawaii.org/database-topic/genealogy/?wpvdatabasetopic=genealogy


Guides 
• Researching one's Chinese roots: proceedings of the 1985 

Genealogy Conference in Hawaii / edited by Kum Pui Lai and 
Violet Lau Lai 

• The written record of Hawaiʻi's women : an annotated guide 
to sources of information in Hawaiʻi / compiled by Chieko 
Tachihata and Agnes Conrad 

• Genealogical sources in the Hawaii and Pacific Collection of 
the Hawaii State Library 

• Hawaiian genealogies held by the Hawaii State Archives  
• Searching for family histories through genealogical sources 

and oral history. 
• Hawaiian genealogy project : directory of secondary sources, 

Jean K. Mardfin 



Published genealogies 
Hawaiian 

• Edith McKinzie’s Hawaiian 
Genealogies Vol 1-2 

• The history of Kanalu = 
Moʻokūʻauhau ʻElua : a genealogical 
history of the priesthood of Kanalu 

• Kamakau’s Ruling Chiefs 

• On the missing moʻolelo of ʻohana 
genealogies : the Makekau clan 

• Nā lani Kamehameha : the 
Kamehameha Dynasty, the founding 
chiefs of the Kingdom of Hawaiʻi / 
by Leonard Keʻala Kwan, Jr., Francis 
K.W. Ching 

 

 

 

Others 

• Shipmans of East Hawaiʻi 

• The Yoshida Family 

• A Scottish-Hawaiian Story: The 
Purvis Family in the Sandwich 
Islands 

• Dole family history : ancestors 
and descendants of 
Wigglesworth Dole 

• Bright genealogy : the 
descendants of Edmund Bright, 
born 1806 died after 1858 

• Joaquin Zablan and his 
descendants, 1869-1980 

 



Genealogy Resources 

Primary Sources Secondary Sources 

● Birth, marriage, divorce, death 

● Census 

● Land 

● Court 

● Military 

● Immigration 

● Petition 

● Criminal 

● Adoption 

● Church 

● Published genealogies 

● Birth, marriage, divorce, death 

notices 

● Newspaper obituaries 

● Newspaper articles 
● Directories (i.e. city, phone, 

cemetery, other) 
● Biographical entries 

● Books and audio/visual materials 

● Magazine and journal articles 

● Indexes to original records 



Research Guides 

http://guides.library.uhh.hawaii.edu/c.php?g=541399&p=3710098
https://library.wcc.hawaii.edu/hwst115/home


https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/genealogyhawaii


Genealogy Indexes and Databases 

Indexes Databases 

● Birth 

● Death 

● Marriage and Divorce 

● Citizenship 

● Cemetery directories 

● Newspaper indexes 

● Land Commission Award Indices 

● Papakilo 

● Waihona ʻĀina 

● Chronicling America 

● FamilySearch.com 

● Ancestry.com 

● HeritageQuest.com 

● FindaGrave.com 

● Hawai‘i Pacific Journal Index 



Index Database 

https://waihona.com/


City Directories 

● Begin in 1869 
 

● 1869-1947, one directory published every 
year for all islands (some gaps, especially 
before 1899) 

 

● 1947-now, one directory published every 
year for Oʻahu and one directory published 
every year for all other islands 
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Directories 

• Polk ... Hawai`i, Maui and Kaua`i city 
directory, including: Lana`i and Moloka`i 

• Island of Maui cemetery (map & history) 
directory 

• Cemeteries of Kauai, Kikuchi 

• Directory of names and cemetery sites, island 
of Oahu, Purnell 

 



Indices at Kahului Library 



Ulukau.org 

http://ulukau.org/algene/cgi-bin/algene?a=d


http://ulukau.org/gsdl2.82/cgi-bin/hni
https://www.librarieshawaii.org/research/hawaii-newspapers/hawaii-newspaper-guide/


https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library


https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/docs/genealogy_book_index.pdf


https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/indextoc/page/about


Actual cards 



Land Index - People 

https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/landinde/page/about
https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/landinde/page/about
https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/landinde/page/about
https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/landinde/page/about


Land Index – Place Names 

https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/placenam/page/about
https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/placenam/page/about
https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/placenam/page/about
https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/placenam/page/about


Don’t Overlook! 

https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/placenam/page/about




Maui Vital Statistics Collection 

https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/vitalsta-maui/page/about
https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/vitalsta-maui/page/about




Tax Ledgers 

https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/taxasses/page/about


Probate 
Most requested during Monarchy 

https://digitalcollections.hawaii.gov/greenstone3/library/collection/judiciar/page/about








https://www.papakilodatabase.com/






BYU’s Island Newspaper Obituaries 

http://library.byuh.edu/sites/library.byuh.edu/files/Obituaries/index.htm


https://lib.byu.edu/collections/filipino-laborers-collection/


Plethora @ UHM 

https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/genealogyhawaiiethnic
https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/genealogyhawaiian
https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/c.php?g=105294&p=683073


https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10524/12096


Anti-Annexation Petitions 

http://libweb.hawaii.edu/digicoll/annexation/petition.html
http://libweb.hawaii.edu/digicoll/annexation/petition.html
http://libweb.hawaii.edu/digicoll/annexation/petition.html


Dissertations & Nūpea 

https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10125/20035


Oral Histories 

https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10125/21086
https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10524/47857
http://ulukau.org/kaniaina/?a=p&p=publicationhome&sp=A&e=-------en-20--1--txt-tpIN%7ctpTI%7ctpTA%7ctpCO%7ctpTY%7ctpLA%7ctpKE%7ctpPR%7ctpSG%7ctpTO%7ctpTG%7ctpSM%7ctpTR%7ctpSP%7ctpCT%7ctpET%7ctpHT%7ctpDT%7ctpOD%7ctpDF-----------------


http://ulukau.org/elib/cgi-bin/library?e=q-0maly3-000Sec--11en-50-20-frameset-book-hana+lawaia-1-011escapewin&a=d&p2=book


Sound Recordings 

https://library.byuh.edu/library/archives/kanahele.html
http://bishopmuseumarc.lib.hawaii.edu/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?Search_Arg=pukui&SL=Submit%26LOCA%3DAudio+%28Interviews%2C+etc.%29%7C2&Search_Code=CMD&PID=HWhU7H6aAOC9uJ2dBPtV8I5H7&SEQ=20191124122810&CNT=15&HIST=1


Hawaii Sugar Planters Association 

http://www2.hawaii.edu/~speccoll/m_plantations.html


https://sugarmuseum.com/experience/#exhibits
https://sugarmuseum.com/experience/#exhibits


Office of Environmental Quality 
Control’s Online Library 

http://oeqc2.doh.hawaii.gov/_layouts/15/start.aspx#/
http://oeqc2.doh.hawaii.gov/_layouts/15/start.aspx#/


State Historic Preservation Division 

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/shpd/about/branches/ibc/burial-sites-program/
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/shpd/about/branches/ibc/meetings/


Historic Hawaiʻi Foundation 

https://historichawaii.org/historic-properties/maui-molokai-lanai/
https://historichawaii.org/historic-properties/maui-molokai-lanai/
https://historichawaii.org/historic-properties/maui-molokai-lanai/
https://historichawaii.org/historic-properties/maui-molokai-lanai/




Kaua`i Historical Society 

https://www.kauaihistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.kauaihistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.kauaihistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.kauaihistoricalsociety.org/finding-aids/


LLMC Digital 

http://llmc.com/Indigenous/Home.aspx#13










http://punawaiola.org/


http://punawaiola.org/about.html


http://punawaiola.org/kahn.html


http://punawaiola.org/es6/index.html?path=/Collections/Kahnland/GPLS1916001.pdf


http://ags.hawaii.gov/survey/map-search/
file:///C:/Users/kaiwikimom/Downloads/regindex.pdf




https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10524/59596


https://boc.ehawaii.gov/docsearch/search.html


Library of Congress’ Chronicling America 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82014689/




National Archives and Records 
Administration 



https://hiarmymuseumsoc.org/


https://www.dpaa.mil/


https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/powmia-home.html


Handbooks, manuals, etc. 

• A beginner's guide for genealogical research in 
Hawaii, John V Duey 

• A beginner's guide to genealogical research for 
Japanese in Hawai‘i,  prepared by Hawai'i 
Hiroshima Heritage Study Group 

• MO'OKU'AUHAU = GENEALOGIES : A TREASURE 
AND INHERITANCE 

• Target your Hawaiian genealogy, and others as 
well : a family guide 

• Writing your family history in Hawaii 



In Ulukau 

http://ulukau.org/elib/cgi-bin/library?e=d-0hulu1-000Sec--11haw-50-20-frameset-book-joel+hulu+mahoe-1-011escapewin&a=d&p2=book
http://ulukau.org/elib/cgi-bin/library?e=d-0hulu1-000Sec--11haw-50-20-frameset-book-joel+hulu+mahoe-1-011escapewin&a=d&p2=book
http://ulukau.org/elib/cgi-bin/library?e=d-0hulu1-000Sec--11haw-50-20-frameset-book-joel+hulu+mahoe-1-011escapewin&a=d&p2=book


Windward Community College 

https://library.wcc.hawaii.edu/ld.php?content_id=1244054
https://library.wcc.hawaii.edu/ld.php?content_id=1244068

