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N ĪNAU  NU I

E s s e n t i a l  Q u e s t i o n

NO  HEA  MA I  ʻO E ?
Whe r e  a r e  y ou  f r om ?



Ke Kumulipo
The Creation of the World According 

to Hawaiian Tradition



L I L I ʻUOKA LAN I  



WHA T  I S  TH E  KUMUL I P O ?
Mele  Ko ʻ ihonua :  A  Genealogical  Chant

Pule  Ho ʻola ʻa  Ali ʻ i :  written  for  Kalaninui ʻ īamamao  to  make

val id  his  status  as  an  al i ʻ i

Or iginal ly  chanted  by  Hewahewa  and  Ahukai  

Over  2 ,100  l ines  long

Reveals  connections  between  sky ,  ocean ,  earth ,  man ,  and  gods



1 6  

WĀ
8  PŌ 8  AO
DARKNESS LIGHT



O ke au i  kahul i  wela  ka  honua 
O ke  au i  kahul i  lo le  ka  lani  

O ke  au i  kukaiaka  ka   la  
E  hoomalamalama i  ka  malama

- First four lines of the Kumulipo 

A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t u r n e d  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  e a r t h  

A t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  h e a v e n s  t u r n e d  a n d  c h a n g e d  

A t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  s u n  w a s  s u b d u e d  

T o  c a u s e  l i g h t  t o  b r e a k  f o r t h



KA  PŌ

W Ā  1

W Ā  3

The  Darkness

W Ā  2

W Ā  4



KA  PŌ

W Ā  5

W Ā  7

The  Darkness

W Ā  6

W Ā  8



KE  AO

W Ā  9

W Ā  1 1

The  Light

W Ā  1 0

W Ā  1 2



KE  AO

W Ā  1 3

W Ā  1 5

The  Light

W Ā  1 4

W Ā  1 6



" T h i s  s o n g  i s  a  g i f t  w h i c h  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  w a r r i o r  
w i t h i n  u s  t o  a w a k e n  t o  t h e  c o n t e s t s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  
w h i c h  c o n s t a n t l y  c o n f r o n t  u s  b y  u s i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e    

a n d  a n c e s t r a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .    I t  i s  o u r  g e n e a l o g y  
c o n n e c t i n g  m a n k i n d  t o  e a r t h  a n d  s k y .  

Y o u  a r e  t h e  K u m u l i p o . . . "

Dr. Pualani Kanakaʻole Kanahele



"The difficulty comes in preserving and applying that 

which is valuable in these times of change.  The study of 

history can lead to action, not just reverie...Here we are 

speaking not only of affection for past times and people, but 

of respect and understanding of them.   As we try to 

understand  the things we have valued, and still value in 

Hawaiʻi, we create a moral vision of what we would like a 

future Hawaiʻi to be."

Kimo Campbell, 1978


