Developing a Persuasive Thesis

An effective persuasive thesis consists of three essential elements: 1) an "edge" that expresses in general terms the views of your opposition 2) a solution (proposal) that acts as a request for change or action 3) a statement that expresses in general terms your major arguments. 

Example: 1) Although many college admissions officials feel that the Scholastic Aptitude Test is a fair and reliable way to evaluate applicants, 2) these standardized tests should not be part of the college admissions process 3) because they are ineffective, discriminatory and far too narrow in scope to be considered a viable means of assessment. 

Note: Since the persuasive thesis offers a proposed course of action, it generally includes words such as "must" "should" or "need." 

What is the issue? ____________________________________________________ 

What is your solution? _________________________________________________ 
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Side One-Opposition
List all arguments opposing your position
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Side Two-Your Argument
List all arguments supporting your position


1. Write a general statement that encompasses all opposing arguments. This will eventually be the "edge" to your thesis. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Write your solution to the issue. What do you propose? What action should be taken? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. Write a general statement that encompasses all arguments supporting your position. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Thesis Statement-Write it below.
Combine all three elements of the thesis into one clear sentence. State the opposition in a dependent clause and your position in an independent clause. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Organization 

I. Introduction 
The introduction brings the "subject" of your speech to the audience, and it should capture the attention of the audience by presenting a debatable issue or problem. The paragraph should begin broadly and should gradually become more specific as you move toward the thesis statement. In essence, the thesis statement reveals the "topic" of your speech. Writers sometimes use the following devices to begin their persuasive essays. 

3 Functions:


(In order)

1. Attention Getter

2. Build Interest

3. Preview Topic (w/ Thesis Statement)


II. Body Paragraphs 

The body paragraphs represent the bulk of your speech. This is the portion of the speech that allows you to support the points in your thesis. Choose the method you will use to develop the body. Either refute the opposition on each point (see Point-by-Point Structure), or concede to the opposition at the beginning of your speech and follow with arguments for your proposition (see Specific-Point Structure). Use the point-by-point structure if you can directly refute your opposition on various issues. Use the specific-point structure if you have strong opposition but lack arguments that directly counter those of your opposition. Develop each section or idea in your thesis statement in a separate supporting paragraph. State these in the order in which they are stated in your thesis statement. Each supporting (body) paragraph should contain the following: 

1. A topic sentence, usually located an the beginning of the paragraph. 

2. Supporting sentences that include facts, examples, incidents, reasons, analogies, and/or descriptions. 

3. Transitional sentences, usually located at the end of a paragraph. These allow you to move from one paragraph to the next without being abrupt or awkward. 

4. Coherent structure ensures that each paragraph moves logically from beginning to end and that all supporting paragraphs work together to support your thesis.

Reminders: 

· Persuasive speeches are intended to convince your audience to take action or to effect a change. 

· Write in paragraphs. Each paragraph should relate to and support your thesis. Use specific examples to support your general statements. 

III. Conclusion 
Create a conclusion that clinches your argument. In addition to restating the main points of your speech, try to broaden your audience's awareness of the problem by calling for action. The audience should feel enlightened, thoroughly satisfied that your thesis can withstand opposing arguments, and willing to reconsider or to act upon issues you have presented. Although you may include quotations as you summarize, close the speech by reinforcing your arguments with your own memorable words. 

Point-by-Point Structure
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Specific-Point Structure
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