

(Narrative/descriptive)
letters 
short story 
narratives: (biographical/autiobiographical/fictional story) 
script 
journal entry                                            plays                                                     myths                                                      fables                                                      folk takes                                          dialogues

(expository)
essays: compare/contrast, report of information, how-to, cause and effect, etc                                    newspaper article 
magazine article 
pamphlet 
research report 
manual                                                                                                                            interview
brochure 
reference document 
encyclopedia article                                     instructions                                       survey

(persuasive)
editorial 
letter to the editor 
reviews (movies, books, etc) 
persuasive essay 
persuasive business letter 
advice column                                                                                                            advertisements
(Poetry)                                               haiku                                                   hokku                                                 found poems                                           sonnet                                            limericks                                      freeverse                                              tanka                                                 symbol poems                                       cinquain                                                   ode                                                                ballad                                                                     circle poems                                                concrete poetry                                  extended metaphor poem                                 song lyrics (not copied, original)                                           any type of poem is fine!
two-voice poem                                     modeled poem

(visual) do not count as pages of writing, but will enhance the paper and can be used as much as you wish…..

picture 
photos 
photo-journalism                              drawings (self-made)
charts 
graphs 
comic/cartoon 
poster 
movie poster 
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Genre descriptions
	advice columns
	Like the ones you find in magazines or newspapers, an advice column features a letter from a reader who needs advice or help and a response from the columnist whose expertise allows him or her to sincerely give this help. You should consult a real column in a newspaper to see how you could format yours. 

	book jacket
	This description of the book is found on the cover. It may hint at the exciting parts of the plot or begin to describe a character. A book jacket is also art that incorporates a design that represents the book. The author's name and the title are also on the book jacket. Look at the covers of books for real life examples. 

	campaign speech
	Politician who are running for office give speeches that they hope will get them elected. These speeches usually include the person's views on important issues as well as statements that they hope will help voters understand what kind of people they are. 

	map w/ legend
	Your map should be hand made to represent the "geography" of your concept. Make a legend to help the reader understand your map. Look at a highway map for an example, but also, try to find old maps to see their artistry. You can model your map after either kind. University of Georgia Libraries: Hargrett's rare map collection. 

	diary
	A personal diary is a daily journal, a recording of the significant moments of the day. It begins with the date. Some diary writers begin, "Dear Diary," but that's not a rule. Since a diary is meant to be personal, it often reveals feelings and thoughts that people tend to keep private. You should include diary entries for several days. This genre is a good way to show a process over time. 

	 interview
	When trying to figure out appropriate questions to ask an interviewee follow this guideline.  First, get the facts.  Next, ask your interviewee to clarify what has been said.  (What do you mean by...?)  Then the interviewer is supposed to verify information given, provide any follow-up questions, and provide closure to the discussion. 



	 menu
	Your menu might not include a Friday night fish fry.  Instead, a menu that you write for your multi-genre web might include a pamphlet of various choices your topic has to offer, followed by a description and a price guide based on importance.  For example, if your topic was a famous person in history, each menu item might be listed as people and events that were critical to that person's development.  The price listed next to it might be ranked according its affect it had on the development of the individual. 

	travel poster
	A travel poster can use graphics, photos, or drawings to reveal a certain place in the world relevant to your topic.  Make sure you use the space on you poster/web site effectively.  Capture the viewers attention and keep it.  Your travel poster should reveal the essence of the destination and what it has to offer.  Keep the design simple yet inclusive of all necessary information.  Achieve unity in the design by the use of balance and repetition.  Examples. 

	personal commentary
	Most personal commentaries fall into one of three styles: an amusing commentary, a description of an event whose consequences are emotionally charged or easy to relate to, and finally, a personal point of view about something serious. The common elements that personal commentaries share are that they reveal something about the author and they have a single, central theme. 

	Informative essays
	Informative essays explain a process, an event, or a concept.  It is writing characterized by inclusion of sufficient details, reasons, or examples to allow the reader to fully understand the process, event, or concept.  For help with this form of writing click here. 

	photo with description
	Use a digital or print photo (then scan it). The image must be generic and one that you took. It cannot be of you. The description can be a caption that tells who, what, when, where, why and how, and of course, supports your main theme. Also, you could write a short poem to accompany the photograph. 

	job application
	Click here to get a .pdf version of a city of Madison employment application. You would need to print this and fill it out and then scan it to add to your web page. See me for help. 

	quiz
	You've taken many quizzes, so you know how they look. Make yours a multiple choice quiz with at least ten questions. Then, at the bottom of the page, put a key to the answers and any explanations you need. Quizzes are great places to put facts. 



	advertisement
	Create a one page advertisement like you'd see in a magazine. You want to get your reader's attention, demonstrate the need for what you are selling, and show how your product/service will satisfy that need. Study professional ads to see how these goals are accomplished and use those examples as your models. 

	CD cover
	Create the art work for the front. Include the name of the band and the title of the CD. Then, on another "square," include your list of song titles. CDs generally have between 10-13 songs. Finally, include the lyrics to one song or liner notes. Liner notes are notes about the making of the CD, the experiences of the band, or other informative details that would be of interest to the listener. See a real CD or album for a model of how yours might look. 

	greeting card
	A typical greeting card has a specific purpose: wishing someone a happy birthday or anniversary or expressing a feeling about another occasion. There is a sender and a receiver. Also, the card itself has a cover with an illustration or picture, maybe even a cartoon and an inside with the main message or the punch line to a joke begun on the cover. See several real cards to get a sense of how you could design your card. Be sure you also include a little note to your sender to make the card personal. 

	post card
	A post card must have three parts. On the front is the picture and a greeting, such as "Hello from Ontario," or "Wish you were skiing with us." On the back are the address and stamp to the right and the message to the left. People generally write in small print on postcards to let them say everything they want to say or they may write brief ideas. Be sure that each word in your message counts or means something. 

	grocery list
	We can tell a lot about people, sometimes, by what they buy at the store. For example, someone who never buys any fresh fruits or vegetables may not be eating healthy, well balanced meals. This list can also extend beyond the grocery store to a different store or a list of things to do. Your list should reflect some aspect of a person's preferences or habits. You should include a title at the top, such as "groceries," or "camping supplies," or "what to pack." You must have at least 20 items on your list. 



	recipe
	A recipe includes a list of ingredients, directions for mixing, combining, preparing, baking or cooking and serving. To create a recipe for something non food, such as peace or health or a good marriage, think of the essential ingredients. What does it take to be healthy or what are the things a couple must have for a good marriage? List these ingredients. Then show how these ingredients are used or managed. The recipe should be written in typical recipe form. See samples of recipes from magazines or cookbooks for examples. You must create your own, original recipe. 

	memory
	A memory is similar to a monologue in that it is the reflection of one speaker. To write a memory is to single out an important event from the past and recall its details (who, what, when, and where) and to write also about why the memory is important. How did the event change the person (speaker, narrator) or why does it still come to mind? Why was this event important? Memories are written in first person point of view and should be full of details that make the event seem true to life. Your reader should be able to visualize the event, almost as if he or she were there. 

	collage
	Create a collage of images that represent the key ideas you are representing. The collage can include words and phrases to reinforce ideas. You must also include a short paragraph explaining the significance of the images in your collage. 

	graph/chart
	Create a graph or chart in Excel or on paper. Make sure that the graph or chart is complete with details, numbers, percents, etc. The graph or chart should be able to be read without additional explanation. See other charts or graphs in textbooks, newspapers, or magazines to use as examples. Add a paragraph explaining the data, if you need it. 

	one act play
	A one act play introduces characters in a conflict that is resolved in one act. Before writing your own, read a one act play to give you an idea of how to proceed. The play must be written using the typical conventions of a play or drama. 

	announcement
	We hear announcements each day in school. There are also announcements in church or before a meeting. Announcements alert people to important events that are coming up. Create an announcement that gives critical information about an upcoming event: who, what, when, where, why, and how. Top the announcement with an attention-getting label, such as "Attention all athletes," or "important information for all drivers." 



	ransom note
	A ransom note is written from a kidnapper who demands money or something else of value before he will release his captive. Things like addictions or obsessions or fears can hold people hostage, too. It would be interesting to write from the point of view of such a kidnapper. Be careful that you play with ideas here and don't get carried away. Kidnapping is violent and illegal. 



	song/ballad
	Write lyrics to a song or ballad (a song that tells a story). You should have several verses. Think of the main ideas you want the song to express. Remember that songs are to be sung, so think of that as you compose. If you're really adventurous, record your song and make your genre an audio file. Look at the structures of some of your favorite songs to use for examples. 

	descriptive paragraph
	When we read a descriptive paragraph, its like we are there. The imagery allows us to see, smell, hear, taste, and feel our surroundings. 

	eyewitness account
	When important events happen, someone is generally there to see it happen. An eyewitness is asked to give details about exactly what happened, when it happened and how it happened. The eyewitness would provide specific, concrete details like colors, sizes, distances, times, etc. that make the account as factual as possible. While not everyone sees an event in the exact same way, eyewitness accounts help us put the event into perspective. The account could be prompted by a reporter's or a police officer's questions. 

	illustration
	An illustration is a drawing that illustrates a concept or an idea. It is often accompanied by labels or margin notes to explain aspects of the drawing. An illustration is often done in ink on white paper and is detailed. Think of how a scientist illustrates the process of cell reproduction or how a naturalist illustrates the stages maples trees go through during the four seasons. 


An Advertisement

Genre Specific Directions: The details or fine print of this genre can communicate as much about the topic and thesis as the body of this genre.

	Example
	Draft


Come one, come all

Come if you’re tired

Or poor.

Come if you’re afraid

And need to breathe free.

Come if you‘re tired of other countries.

Come if you want a chance at

	Freedom.

All modes of transportation acceptable. Conditions may vary and various rules apply. See nearest immigration office for details or visit our website at www.huddledmasses.com  
	


Advice Column

Genre Specific Directions: The name of the person offering advice as well as the name of the person asking for advice communicates meaning and depth along with the context of the correspondence.

	Example
	Draft


Dear Liberty,

The American dream involves much more work than I ever anticipated. While I never really believed the streets were paved with gold, I had held out hope that there would be room for more dreamers than just the strong, the male and the white. What’s a young immigrant girl to do?

Signed,

No Longer Canadian

Dear No Longer Canadian,

There’s a reason why it’s called a “dream”. It’s not always based in reality but in what you might make a reality. You’ve taken the first step in the dream – you’ve crossed the border and started your life here. It’s up to your children to take the next step. Raise them to value education and respect women. They’ll raise children to do the same and by the time this second generation comes of age the dream should be a reality. What can I say?  These things take time.


	
	


Cartoon Strip
Genre Specific Directions: Images and captions/dialog communicate theme in this genre.

Refer to my blog for futher instructions
Name: 

Date:

Period:

Multi-Genre Research Paper

Rough Draft

Genre: Checkbook Entry

MG Paper Thesis/Focus

Genre Specific Directions: A careful look at a checkbook can reveal the socio-economic status and values of a “character”.

Example

	Date


	Check
	Description
	Debit
	Credit
	Bal

	12/5


	123
	Mortgage Payment
	$82.00
	
	$5.00

	12/9


	
	Paycheck
	
	$30.00
	$35.00

	12/15


	124
	Doctor – Helen’s Medication
	$20.00
	
	$15.00

	12/19


	125
	Food – 2 Weeks
	$15.00
	
	$0


Concrete Poetry 

Genre Specific Directions: In this form of poetry, the form must reflect the content – thematically or symbolically.

	Example
	Draft


The Curtis School has six concrete steps

cool steps that come alive in the summer when the

school bells don’t ring and deep, cool couches shaded by the 

elms, pines and sugar maples. Calling to children to come and rest

here a while. Sit down and lean back, read, chew gum, wait for a friend or 

just relax and watch the leaves turn dark green as the warm sun slowly drifts west

	
	


A Current Event Style News Item
MG Paper Thesis/Focus

Genre Specific Directions: Refer to a current newspaper article for formatting and organization examples.

	Example
	Draft



By Sean Clarke

BOSTON – Rapidly Rising birth rates, a happy result of post-war prosperity, are being cited as the primary reason why mostly cities and towns in the Boston areas are busily planning, bulldozing and paving up a storm. In other words, this baby boom is the reason why we are now in the midst of a building boom. The governor will lead a conference of mayors and school boards from throughout the Greater Boston area to discuss the need for new schools, parks, playgrounds and more. 

“The more opportunities we can provide our children the better. The war taught us lessons we will never forget about the need for an educated work force. We need new schools to prepare our young men. Our best defense against any future aggression is education. We need to train our young men in the latest technology,” Mayor Curley said.

	                                                Boom, Page 7
	


Diary Entry 

Genre Specific Directions:  A date is essential to this genre. Several diary entries spread throughout your paper with a variety of dates can communicate changes over time. The owner/author of the diary should be clear through the context of the diary entry and/or the signature at the conclusion of the entry.

	Example
	Draft


January 10, 1940

Dear Diary, 

I have accepted John’s proposal and will soon be known as Dorothy Franklin no longer a Winchester. I know this means leaving home for the states. Home is now with John. I am sure that Sue will visit when it is time for babies. I hope I am making the right decision.

-Dot

	
	


Found Poem
Genre Specific Directions: A found poem is a poem created using words from an outside source. All words contained in the poem are from this outside source; however, words may be repeated and the original order altered. This type of poem is always titled as a found poem along with a credit for the source of the words.

Additional Directions for Found Poem on page 2

	Example
	Draft



Found Poem

The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald

I’m Glad

BEAUTIFUL

Fool

BEAUTIFUL

She’s a girl

BEAUTIFUL

The best thing a girl can be

BEAUTIFUL


	
	


Found Poem Instructions Instructions adapted from “Found and Headline Poems” from Getting the Knack: 20 Poetry Writing Exercises by Stephen Dunning and William Stafford. 

1. Carefully re-read the prose text you have chosen, and look for 50–100 words that stand out in the prose passage. Highlight or underline details, words and phrases that you find particularly powerful, moving, or interesting. Note especially examples that reflect your loving feelings or loving feelings of the subject of the prose text. 

2. On a separate sheet of paper, make a list of the details, words and phrases you underlined, keeping them in the order that you found them. Double space between lines so that the lines are easy to work with. Feel free to add others that you notice as you go through the prose piece again. 

3. Look back over your list and cut out everything that is dull, or unnecessary, or that just doesn’t seem right for a poem about love. Try to cut your original list in half. 

4. As you look over the shortened list, think about the tone that the details and diction convey. The words should all relate to love, since you are creating a love poem. Make sure that you have words that communicate your emotions or those of the person in the prose text. 

5. Make any minor changes necessary to create your poem. You can change punctuation and make little changes to the words to make them fit together (such as change the tenses, possessives, plurals, and capitalizations). 

6. When you’re close to an edited down version, if you absolutely need to add a word or two to make the poem flow more smoothly, to make sense, to make a point, you may add up to two words of your own. That’s two (2) and only two! 

7. Read back over your edited draft one more time and make any deletions or minor changes. 

8. Check the words and choose a title—is there a better title than “Found Poem”? 

9. Copy the words and phrases into your journal or type them in a word processor. Space or arrange the words so that they’re poem-like. Pay attention to line breaks, layout, and other elements that will emphasize important words or significant ideas in the poem. 

• Read aloud as you arrange the words! Test the possible line breaks by pausing slightly. If it sounds good, it’s probably right. 

• Arrange the words so that they make a rhythm you like. You can space words out so that they are all alone or allruntogether. 

• You can also put key words on lines by themselves. 

• You can shape the entire poem so that it’s wide or tall or shaped like an object (say a heart?). 

• Emphasize words by playing with boldface and italics, different sizes of letters, and so forth. 

10. At the bottom of the poem, tell where the words in the poem came from. For example, From “A kind word goes a long way” by Rachel Yoder, on Stories of Love Page on The Mystery of Love Web Site. 
Free Verse 
Genre Specific Directions: In free verse, the poet is not bound by form, rhyming scheme or rhythm. This is what makes it free.

	Example
	Draft



I made it 

Grampa

Made it.

Kindergarten, first grade

Second

Third, fourth and fifth

Six, Seventh, Eighth

Freshman, Sophomore and Junior years

Senior year and college.

College,

I made it to college

Grampa.

I made it.

	           Just like you said.
	


Haiku

Genre Specific Directions: This poetry form is a three line poem in which the first line has five syllables, followed by seven syllables in the second line and five syllables in the third and final line. Traditionally, the haiku is focused on nature. For purposes of the multi-genre paper, your haiku need not be focused exclusively on nature.

	Example
	Draft



Fog coming in fast

Closing hiding everyone


	
	


A Help Wanted Ad

Genre Specific Directions: The details or fine print of this genre can communicate as much about the topic and thesis as the body of this genre.

	Example
	Draft



Smith-Kline is seeking skilled cabinet makers for their production line at their Somerville plant. Applicants may apply in person on Monday, May 3, 1947 at 8 am.

Smith-Kline is not an equal opportunity employer. Only men with families need apply. Pay rate will make a second job necessary for you to keep your head above water. Smith-Kline welcomes you to the U.S.

	
	


If/Then Problem 

Genre Specific Directions: This genre reveals cause and effect in a manner which is similar to a math problem.

	Example
	Draft


IF you want something more than cows, fields of hay and the Bay of Fundy THEN you move to a place that you hope will offer more.

	
	


A Letter to the Editor
Genre Specific Directions: This fictional piece communicates the thesis and should closely mimic an actual letter to the editor. Refer to a newspaper for format and content examples.

	Example
	Draft



I would like to thank the MTA for the excellent service throughout our most recent snowstorm. The busses and trolleys provide our family with our only means of transportation. Without reliable service, we would be limited to only those jobs available within walking distance. Your service makes it possible for me to earn an honest living for my family. Thank you.

Sincerely,

John Franklin, Medford


	
	


Limerick 

Genre Specific Directions: This poetry form was originally a four line construction but is more commonly found as a five line construction. In the five line construction, the first, second and fifth lines end in a rhyme and the third and fourth lines rhyme. The rhythm of each line must always follow the conventional limerick rhythm as demonstrated in the sample below.

	Example
	Draft



There was an Old Person of Chili

Whose conduct was painful and silly

He sat on the stairs

Eating apples and pears


*Source: A Book of Nonsense  by Edward Lear

http://edwardlear.tripod.com/BoN/index.html
	
	


List of Rules
Genre Specific Directions: These fictional rules communicate key points from your research and in doing so help communicate the thesis.

	Example
	Draft



1.  Always insist to family and friends that this new world is much better than the old – unless you’re talking about food, sunsets or Christmas.

2.  Never go back on your promise to support and defend the constitution of the USA.

3.  Remind your children daily of the sacrifices you made so that they could get an education and do even better.


	
	


Book/Movie Review

Genre Specific Directions:  This is not a review of an actual film or book. This genre refers to a fictional movie/book that acts as a metaphor and helps communicate the thesis of the paper. A title is optional.

	Example
	Draft


MGM’s latest Blockbuster The Second Generation is the gripping tale of a second generation American family as they finally see their American dream realized. Told through the eyes of the family matriarch, Gram, deftly played by Bea Arthur, this story follows the Franklin family from their arrival in the U.S. in the late 1930s to the college graduation of their first grandchild in 1986. It took two generations for Gram to finally see her American dream realized. Film goers need not wait that long to see their hopes fulfilled with this film. It delivers from beginning to end.

	
	


NEW Genre

Genre: ________________________________________________________________________

  (write name of genre here)

Genre Specific Directions:  _(describe genre here)

	Example
	Draft


Dialog for Two Voices

Genre Specific Directions: This is a recording of only dialog with very minor indications of speaker identity.

Example
Why are you leaving sis?

John says he’ll marry me and I love him.

John just wants someone to keep house for him in the states. If he loved you he wouldn’t take you away from home.

He loves me and I love him. I’m going. I’m going.

Who will be there when you have babies?

I don’t know.

Who will be there if you get sick? John’s a man. He can’t help out the way a sister can.

I’m going.

I don’t know what’s so wrong about staying here on the farm.

I’m going. Promise to write?  The mail still works you know.

I’ll write.

So will I.

Dramatic Dialog

Genre Specific Directions: Dramatic dialog is dialog as it would appear in a script of a play. 

	Example
	Draft


LIZZIE: Why didn’t you go to college?

MA: (defensively) We couldn’t afford it. [crosses to window overlooking street] Grandpa had lost his job and I needed to help out.

LIZZIE: So, if you had had the chance to go to college, what would you have become?

MA: A teacher. I always wanted to be a teacher.

[Lizzie rolls eyes at hearing this.]

LIZZIE: So why not go to college now?

MA: It’s too late for me.

	
	


Poem for Two Voices 

Genre Specific Directions: A poem for two voices is formatted in a manner that indicates the two separate voices with two columns. Words on the same line should be spoken at the same time by two voices.

Example
 



There’s not much difference


There’s not much difference

	Between us

I call ham

There’s not much difference

Between us

I say agen

There’s not much difference

Between us

Unless you consider your future
	


Dramatic Scene

Genre Specific Directions: This genre features an internal monolog or third person (omniscient) narration and is more focused on theme than visual imagery. A title is optional.

	Example
	Draft


With a war brewing in Europe, the threat of deportation loomed large for any immigrant as yet unnaturalized. The only way to remove the threat was to pass the test. The test would be long and arduous – especially for a country girl with a third grade education. One misstep, one wrong answer could mean deportation. Who was the president? What’s the supreme court? As a citizen, will you swear to protect and defend the United States against all enemies foreign and domestic? Will you no longer sing “God Save the King” but “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”? Will you forswear  the Maple Leaf and cling to stars spangled? Will you say “state” instead of “province”? “President” rather than “King”?

	
	


Narrative Scene 

Genre Specific Directions: This genre does not contain dialog. It communicates a story with actions and images much like a film without dialog might communicate. A title is optional.

	Example
	Draft


The salt spray stung her skin as she crossed the deck for a better and final glimpse of Yarmouth, of home. Soon she could see nothing but gray sea behind her, gray sea before her, gray sea in every direction. Satisfied that there was now no turning back, she made her way to the interior of the ship where her sisiter, the chaperone was waiting for her on the crowded bench. 

Once seated, she checked her purse repeatedly for her birth certificate – proof that a neighboring farmer had sworn testament to her birth – one of the King’s own subjects. Satisfied that her identity was intact, she trained her eyes on the horizon and focused on the moment. First, the day long crossing, then the simple wedding ceremony and finally, her future.

	
	


Recipe
Genre Specific Directions: This genre is a metaphor not an actual recipe. Keep that in mind.

	Example
	Draft


Ingredients:

1 Skilled Laborer                           free public schools

1 Willing and Strong Wife            free public library

1 job sufficient to pay rent            two children free of disease

Combine skilled laborer, wife and job in a melting pot. Slowly add in children, library and schools. Savor at your son’s graduation from medical school and your granddaughter’s inauguration as governor. 
	
	


Shopping List 

 Genre Specific Directions: The items on a shopping list reflect the details and is used to convey and idea or image. Make clear which detail belongs to this list through the careful placement of other genres.

	Example
	Draft


Don’t forget Ration Book

	
	


To-Do List

Genre Specific Directions: This genre communicates information to support the sub-topic or detail(s). It should be clear which “topic” the list was created for. 
	Example
	Draft


	
	


Top-Ten List 

 Genre Specific Directions: Top-Ten Lists communicate details. The genre must have a title and the most significant item should be number one.

	Example
	Draft


Top Ten Reasons for Moving to the USA

10. Plenty of Jobs

9. Plenty of churches to choose from

8. Opportunity to Own a Home

7.  Free Public Library

6.  Public Parks

5. Public Museums

4. Public Schools

3.  Public Universities

2. Public Transportation

1. Opportunity
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