
Name________________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Date______________________________	
  
Current	
  Events	
  

Purpose:	
  Like	
  a	
  newspaper	
  article,	
  the	
  who,	
  what,	
  where,	
  when	
  and	
  why	
  and/or	
  how	
  are	
  the	
  key	
  words	
  
for	
  gathering	
  information	
  needed	
  to	
  write	
  a	
  main	
  idea	
  paragraph.	
  This	
  descriptive	
  paragraph	
  must	
  tell	
  the	
  
reader	
  the	
  most	
  significant	
  news	
  of	
  the	
  article	
  you	
  read.	
  	
  

Taking	
  Notes	
  	
  

Main	
  Idea	
   Important	
  Supporting	
  Details	
  

Changing	
  article	
  title	
  into	
  a	
  question	
  	
  helps	
  
to	
  identify	
  the	
  main	
  idea	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Who?	
  
	
  
	
  
Where?	
  
	
  
	
  
When?	
  
	
  
What	
  happened?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Why	
  or	
  how?	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

Organizing	
  My	
  Main	
  Idea	
  Paragraph	
  Start	
  at	
  the	
  topic	
  sentence	
  and	
  write	
  around	
  to	
  the	
  closing!!	
  

What’s	
  the	
  details	
  that	
  support	
  the	
  main	
  idea?	
  	
  
Supporting	
  Sentence	
  #1	
  

What’s	
  the	
  details	
  that	
  support	
  the	
  main	
  idea?	
  	
  
Supporting	
  Sentence	
  #2	
  

Topic	
  Sentence	
  (What’s	
  the	
  main	
  idea	
  of	
  the	
  article?)	
  

	
  

What’s	
  the	
  details	
  that	
  support	
  the	
  main	
  idea?	
  	
  
Supporting	
  Sentence	
  #3	
  

How	
  do	
  you	
  bring	
  the	
  paragraph	
  to	
  a	
  close?	
  
Closing	
  Sentence	
  



Name________________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Date______________________________	
  
Current	
  Events	
  

Title	
  /	
  Headline	
  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  

International	
  ______________________________________	
  (Country)	
   Coordinate	
  ______________________________	
  

National	
  ____________________________________________	
  (State)	
   Coordinate	
  ______________________________	
  

Local	
  ________________________________________________	
  (City,	
  Island)	
   Coordinate	
  ______________________________	
  

My	
  Main	
  Idea	
  Paragraph	
  (Copy	
  your	
  four-­square	
  paragraph	
  here!!	
  Remember	
  topic	
  sentence	
  first,	
  
SS#1,2,3	
  and	
  closing	
  sentences)	
  

	
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  

Illustrate	
  something	
  you	
  learned	
  from	
  this	
  
article.	
  Use	
  the	
  entire	
  space	
  and	
  color	
  the	
  
entire	
  area.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Reflection:	
  
Why	
  did	
  you	
  choose	
  this	
  article?	
  How	
  do	
  you	
  
feel	
  about	
  this	
  article?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Name________________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Date______________________________	
  
Current	
  Events	
  

	
  
Topic:	
  ____________________________________________	
   Points	
  ______________/20	
  
	
  
	
  
My	
  topic	
  	
  points	
  _______	
  

Topic	
  Choice	
  (1	
  pt)	
  
Is	
  it	
  supposed	
  to	
  be	
  local,	
  national,	
  or	
  international?	
  
	
  

	
  
My	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  sheet	
  _____	
  

Top	
  of	
  the	
  sheet	
  (2	
  pts)	
  
The	
  top	
  of	
  my	
  sheet	
  is	
  completed	
  with	
  ...	
  
•	
  accurate	
  spelling	
  and	
  capitalization	
  
•	
  accurate	
  coordinates	
  

	
  

	
  Main	
  Idea	
  (12	
  pts)	
  	
  
	
  

My	
  main	
  idea	
  points	
  _______	
   O
u
ts
ta
n
d
in
g	
  

W
or
k
	
  th
at
	
  cl
ea
rl
y	
  

m
ee
ts
	
  a
ll	
  

ex
pe
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at
io
ns
.	
  

4
	
  

G
oo
d
	
  Jo
b
,	
  b
ut
	
  a
	
  

fe
w
	
  re
vi
si
on
s	
  a
re
	
  

ne
ed
ed
.	
  

3
	
  

N
ee
d
s	
  

Im
p
ro
ve
m
en
ts
.	
  

Pl
ea
se
	
  g
o	
  
ba
ck
	
  

an
d	
  
re
vi
ew
	
  th
e	
  

as
si
gn
m
en
t.	
  

2
	
  

U
n
ac
ce
p
ta
b
le
	
  

w
or
k
.	
  D
id
	
  n
ot
	
  

fo
llo
w
	
  d
ir
ec
tio
n.
	
  

M
is
si
ng
	
  im

po
rt
an
t	
  

in
fo
rm
at
io
n	
  

1
	
  

Paragraph	
  Format	
  
My	
  paragraph	
  includes:	
  
• A	
  topic	
  sentence	
  that	
  captures	
  the	
  reader’s	
  

attention	
  and	
  answers	
  who,	
  what,	
  where	
  and	
  
when	
  questions.	
  

• Supporting	
  sentences	
  provide	
  juicy	
  details	
  
and/or	
  examples	
  that	
  support	
  the	
  main	
  idea.	
  It	
  
answers	
  more	
  about	
  the	
  what,	
  why	
  and/or	
  how.	
  

• A	
  closing	
  sentence	
  that	
  bring	
  my	
  paragraph	
  to	
  a	
  
close.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

5	
  W’s	
  (Who,	
  what,	
  where,	
  when,	
  why)	
  
The	
  reader	
  can	
  easily	
  identify	
  and	
  underline	
  the	
  5	
  
W’s	
  in	
  my	
  paragraph.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Content	
  
The	
  main	
  idea	
  of	
  my	
  paragraph	
  is	
  clear	
  and	
  
accurate	
  from	
  beginning	
  to	
  end.	
  
	
  
My	
  paragraph	
  shows	
  that	
  I	
  can	
  use	
  my	
  own	
  words	
  to	
  
write	
  about	
  the	
  main	
  idea	
  or	
  topic.	
  	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
  
	
  
My	
  illustration	
  ______	
  

Illustration	
  (3	
  pts)	
  
My	
  illustration	
  is	
  neatly	
  done	
  and	
  the	
  entire	
  area	
  is	
  colored	
  
in.	
  I	
  have	
  made	
  good	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  space	
  provided.	
  

	
  
My	
  reflection	
  and	
  
article	
  _______	
  

Reflection	
  /	
  Article	
  (2	
  pts)	
  
I	
  have	
  completed	
  the	
  reflection	
  box	
  and	
  have	
  included	
  the	
  
article	
  on	
  the	
  back	
  of	
  this	
  worksheet.	
  

	
  


