Malia Akutagawa, is a Kanaka ‘Oiwi born and raised on the island of Moloka‘i. She is
an Assistant Professor of Law and Hawaiian Studies with the Hawai‘inuiakea School of
Hawaiian Knowledge — Kamakakutokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies and the William S.
Richardson School of Law — Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian

Law. Malia is part of Hui ‘Aina Momona, a consortium of scholars throughout the university
community charged with addressing compelling issues of indigenous Hawaiian knowledge
and practices, including the legal regime and Native Hawaiian rights associated with
malama ‘aina (caring for the land), and with a focus on cross-disciplinary solutions to
natural and cultural resource management, sustainability, and food security. Malia is the
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