
 
 

 
 

Dr. Maenette Benham, a Kamehameha Schools graduate, began her education career 
teaching K/1 in the Bay Area, California, followed by teaching grades 3/4 and 7-12 in Texas 
and Hawai‘i schools (also teaching at Kamehameha Kapālama). During her 15-year preK-
12 career, she had the opportunity to serve as a K-12 curriculum specialist, elementary 
school administrator, and regional-level administrator. She joined the College of Education 
faculty at Michigan State University in January of 1993, where she built a strong base of 
inquiry that centered on educational leadership, indigenous education policy, and research 
and evaluation methods. She is the lead author of numerous articles on these topics, and 
has published several books to include: Culture and Educational Policy in Hawai’i: The 
Silencing of Native Voices. Dr. Benham returned to Hawaiʻi in 2008 to be the inaugural 
Dean of Hawaiʻinuiākea School of Hawaiian Knowledge at the University of Hawaiʻi at 
Mānoa. In January or 2016, she joined the University of Hawaiʻi – West Oʻahu, becoming 
the first Native Hawaiian woman chancellor in the UH System. Her passion and 
commitment to healthy, vibrant and sustainable learning environments for Kanaka Maoli 
and all people of Hawaiʻi and Oceania is grounded on the motto she has lived her life by, 
“Kūlia i ka nu ‘u!” 
  


