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Our Ed Tech Conference will be held 
at Neal Blaisdell Center on Monday, 
June 9 and Tuesday, June 10, 2008. 
The cost for Kamehameha teachers 
and staff is $50. Mark your calendars 
for an exciting time!

New Faces of Learning at 
Kamehameha Middle 
School - Kapälama

“I’ve become a student and 
learn things about the com-

puter either from my students 
or with my students.”

 Deane DeCastro, seventh grade 
teacher (2008) about the effects of 

1:1 on her teaching.

Students and teachers of KMS’ 1:1 
Learning program shared that 24/7 
access to the laptop as a tool is ad-
vantageous and has positively af-
fected both teaching and learning.  
Student representatives from each of 
the three seventh grade teams – Le-
hua, Koa and ‘Ohe – expressed that 
the laptops of 1:1 program made pos-
sible immediate access to extensive, 
supplemental online resources, 
namely the Internet, that textbooks, 
in and of itself, could not provide. 
The students also described how their 
laptops and their applications pro-
vided “digital equity” for all students,  
extending learning beyond school to 
home. Finally, and most importantly, 

the students explained how the qual-
ity of their work has improved and 
the amount of time to do it has de-
creased. 

These positive impacts don’t end 
there. Teachers, like Deane DeCas-
tro, notice that their teaching is en-
hanced with students’ 1:1 access to 
the learning tool, and their gradual 
instructional transformation results in 
students’ greater engagement with 
the content, increased motivation to 
be creative and innovative, and qual-
ity end products. Equally defining 
and exciting is the first-hand realiza-
tion that as teachers we are learners, 
and that our students have so much to 
teach us.

The experiences of teachers and stu-
dents involved in the 1:1 Learning 
program at KMS are revealing that 
access to appropriate learning tools 
and an openness to learning from one 
another can contribute to greater 
learning that will benefit everyone 
privileged to be participate in this 
“evolutionary” process.

Teachers’ Perspective on 1:1

How did you feel about the 1:1 
program before it was imple-
mented?

Excited & apprehensive. I was ex-
cited for all the new learning oppor-
tunities the laptops would afford yet 
apprehensive because of worry that I 
would not have enough time to mod-
ify and develop lessons to take ad-
vantage of the laptops as well have 
having enough training.

How has the 1:1 program affected 
your teaching?
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It has enhanced my teaching because 
I see the laptop as another tool, al-
beit a powerful tool, for me to use in 
the classroom. Information & re-
sources are readily accessible to 
students so things like “What does 
this word mean?” and “I don’t have 
my calculator” no longer apply. 

Classroom information & handouts 
are also more readily accessible be-
cause it can now be put up on Black-
board. No more excuses about not 
having the assignment. Also turning 
in late work for students is easier 
because it can be emailed. All of 
these things were possible before 
with the classroom computers but 
with the 1:1 everything is more con-
venient.

I used to use the overhead projector 
and transparencies a lot and I’ve had 
to change my visual aids to be used 
on the computer or ELMO. I no 
longer use the overhead because 
having the overhead projector, LCD 
projector, computer & ELMO in the 
front of the room became too 
crowded. It’s taken a little adjust-
ment and practice getting used to 
teaching with the computer and 
Smart Board and switching through 
different types of media.

Grading lab reports is faster because 
everything is typed and easier to 
read. Making data tables & graphs 
are also faster and more sophisti-
cated.

I’ve become a student and learn 
things about the computer either 
from my students or with my stu-
dents. 

Have I created all new lessons just 
for the 1:1? Yes, but only a few. Do I 
use the laptop everyday? No, but 
most days it is used although to vary-
ing degrees. For the most part, I’m 
doing most of the same things I’ve 
always done but have tweaked it to 
take advantage of the 1:1. I believe 

that the laptops cannot substitute for 
good teaching. Ultimately the 
teacher still needs to have solid 
communication and classroom man-
agement skills as well as engaging, 
appropriate activities and lessons. 

What observations have you made 
about student learning in regards 
to the 1:1 program? (Engaged, 
quality of work, motivation etc.)

Students are more engaged and mo-
tivated with most everything that’s 
done on the computer. For example 
they are more apt to watch a movie 
from their laptop and pay attention 
than watching it on the screen in 
class. The quality of work is better in 
terms of appearance but there are 
still students who do poor work or no 
work at all.

My students do a lab where they col-
lect and grow germs on Petri dishes. 
In the past, to collect their data 
they’ve had to draw what they saw 
happening in their dish. This was 
somewhat rudimentary and difficult 
for some students to do. This year, 
with the laptops, the students used 
the iSight camera to take a picture of 
their dishes. They then inserted their 
pictures into a data table and had an 
accurate depiction of their experi-
ment. 

Students’ Perspective on 1:1

How has the 1:1 helped your learn-
ing?

There is more availability to the 
internet.  You don’t need to wait to 
use the computer because you have 
your own. Some students didn’t have 
a computer at home and now they 
have one.

Since we have a laptop, we don’t 
have to wait to use our home com-
puter.  The internet is always avail-
able.

It has made it easier because of more 
resources instead of using only 
books.

What is the best part of the 1:1?

There are a lot of programs on the 
computer that we can use.

It makes me feel more mature be-
cause the school is trusting me with 
something that’s worth $2000.

Being able to do work easily at home.

What changes do you see in the 
quality of your work, products, 
what you’ve learned about tech-
nology since being a 1:1 student?

My work is a lot easier to do because 
we have a laptop.  I have learned 
how to type and to use a Apple com-
puter.

When using Word, you can always 
spell check.  Our math book is al-
ways available on our computer. I 
have learned to use many different 
applications on a Mac.

My writing has been better with the 
resources of the dictionary and the-
saurus on the widgets. I have learned 
how to use Inspiration, Comic Life, 
and different ways to use Word.

Saving a File in PDF format.
1.Open the file you wish to save in PDF 
format.
2.From the menu bar, select File > Print.
3.The Print window will appear. Select 
PDF then Save as PDF. 
4. The Save window will appear. By 
default, the file will be given the same 
name. (Uncheck the Hide Extension 
option to view the file name with .pdf 
extension). Click Save. (Macs only!)
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