WHAT IS AUTOMATOR?

Automator Workflow Example #1:

Rename Picture Files

* Automatoris a free and powerful program that can do in seconds and minutes what

would take you hours to do by hand.

* This program is already loaded onto your computer!

* Create automated workflows through a simple drag-and-drop process of visually
selecting and connecting the individual actions you want the computer to do for you.

* To learn more, check out their website at: automator.us

GETTING TO KNOW THE AUTOMATOR INTERFACE

'®@06 Untitled =)
Q|
Search
Library Action
v | A Applications \ Find Address Book I..
|\ Address Book 4. Find Font Book Items
A o Automator 3%, Find iCal Items
DVD Player 'L“J Find iPhoto Items
K Finder JJ Find iTunes Items
Font Book & Find Mail Items
fit, ical *7 Get Fonts from Text..,
¢ ipvD || GetSelected Addre< B
2 Image Capture i GCet Selected Finder I...
T iPhoto 4. Get Selected Font Bo...
Jd iTunes ™, Get Selected iPhoto ...
& Mail JJ Get Selected iTunes ...
.. OmniOutliner & Get Selected Mail Items
|.,‘ PDF 73 Add Movie to iDVD ...
%% Preview 3¢ Ask for Confirmation
() QuickTime Player & Ask for Finder Items Drag or add actions here to build your workflow.
& Safari () Ask for Movies
&) Spotlight ™, Ask for Photos
¥ System @ Ask For Servers /\
/ TextEdit JJ Ask for Songs
| Example Workflows “7 Ask for Text D
b My Workflows & Combine Mail Messa...
@ Connect to Servers
Getting Started
N\ To view the actions for an application, click the application.
C >To show all the actions, click the Applications folder.
/ To find an action, enter a word or phrase in the search field.
To add an action to the workflow, drag it into the workflow.
To open a saved workflow from the library, double-click it.
\i\ 191 Actions 4

A. LIBRARY - Displays applications that can run automator workflows.

B. ACTION - Shows actions that applications (left) can do.

C. DESCRIPTION WINDOW - Provides a description of the action.

D. WORKFLOW AREA - Add actions together vertically in a list to create a new workflow.
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WORKFLOW EXAMPLE: RENAMING PICTURES

Pictures downloaded from your camera onto your computer usually have generic letters
and numbers. Use this great workflow if you would like to rename the pictures with

customized titles.

1. Select all picture files that you would like to rename.

2. Right click or hit control and click to bring up contextual menu (expanded menu).

3. Scroll down in menu and find AUTOMATOR,

then the submenu option CREATE

WORKFLOW.

4. Automator application will launch.

FR N —— IVIU_Z£0808.ru

New Folder B ——
New Burn Folder
Get Info

Show View Options

Create Workflow...

Automator 3 LS
Disable Folder Actions Combine_PDF
Configure Folder Actions... import into iphoto

Attach a Folder Action...

photos
rename_finder_files

5. Search RENAME in the search box so that you can find the action for renaming a file.

Use the DESCRIPTION WINDOW
to learn what the action does.

6. Once you find the action that fits
your purpose, select and drag to
WORKFLOW AREA. This should
be action item #2.

7. In the RENAME FINDER ITEMS in
the workflow areq, select MAKE
SEQUENTIAL. Also select NEW
NAME and type in the name for
these pictures. These two

@ QuickTime Player
@ safari
@ spotlight
¥ System
7 Texttdit
» [ Example Workflows
[ My Workflows

% Rename PDF Document

Untitled -

Get Specified Finder Items

Files/Folders ¥

Name
# DSC00059.PG
# DSC00060.PG
@ DSC00061JPG
# DSC00056PG
# DSC00057.JPG
# DSC00058.PG

aaaaa

> ila_pi
Macintosh HD > Users > teacher > Desktop > kaui

2
la_pi

P Options.

name Finder Items (Add Date o Time to Finder Item Names) Files/Folders.

1#) rormat: [Month DayYear %)
Where: | After name 1%) separator:  Forward Slash ")

Separator: | Space 5] CJ Use Leading Zeros

Example:  Item Name 2/12/2008.xxx

Date/Time: | Create

P Options.

", Rename Finder Items

it.
Input: (Files /Folders)

Result: (Files/Folders)

This action changes the names of the Finder

items passed into ﬂ

(+]

2 of 191 Actions

actions will title all selected pictures with the same name and in a numbered
sequence. Ex: japan_trip001.jpg; japan_trip002.jpg; and so on.

Rename Finder Items (Make Finder Item Names Sequential) Files/Folders
Make Sequential |5 k
S ———
Add number to : existing item name E\ new name japan_trip
Place number after name I+ Start numbers at 1
separated by dash = ] 8 Make all numbers 3 digits long
Example: japan_trip-001.xxx
P Options Files/Folders

10. In a flash, your pictures are renamed!

8. Customize other features
as desired.

9. Hit the RUN button to
begin the workflow.
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SAVE WORKFLOW

Modify example above to reuse for future picture files!
1. Since you will select all files that will need to passed to Automator in the future, delete
the first action from the workflow listed above by clicking the X at the top right corner
of the action. This is done because you are not going to be renaming the same files as

above.
Get Specified Finder Items Files/Folders ¥ @
Name Path e

¥ DSC00059.JPC Macintosh HD > Users > teacher > Desktop > kauila_pi ‘
# DSC00060.JPG Macintosh HD > Users > teacher > Desktop > kauila_pi
¥ DSC00061.JPC Macintosh HD > Users > teacher > Desktop > kauila_pi
» DSC00056.JPC Macintosh HD > Users > teacher > Desktop > kauila_pi
¥ DSC00057.JPG Macintosh HD > Users > teacher > Desktop > kauila_pi
# DSC00058.PC Macintosh HD > Users > teacher > Desktop > kauila_pi

P Options Files/Folders

2. Also, Type in UNTITLED in the NEW NAME field.

Rename Finder Items (Make Finder Item Names Sequential) Files/Folders

3. Expand the OPTIONS

window by clicking on Make Sequentia) |

the Triongle in front of Add number to () existing item name | @ new name untitled|

OPTIONS Place number after name v Start numbers at 1

separated by dash |9 ] E Make all numbers T digits long

4. Inthe expda nded Example: untitled-001.xxx

window, be sure that N

SHOW ACTION WHEN Show Action When Run

RUN is checked. Files Folders

5. Then go to the MENU bar and select FILE > SAVE AS LY edit View Workfow

New #EN

PLUG-IN. Open... #0
Open Recent >

6. Name your workflow. Ex: RENAME FINDER ITEMS. Finally, Close BW
click SAVE and quit Automator. E =

Save As Plug-in...

Import Actions...

Import Workflows...
Page Setup... 3P
Print... #P
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The next fime you need to rename files:
1. Select files
2. Right click on mouse.

3. In the contextual menu, select Automator, then highlight the name of your saved
workflow.

4. You'll see Automator running at the top right of your screen. Click the red button to
stop the workflow.

Rename Finder ltems (Make = @|@ 3 = <) E (&I (99% Tue 10:51 AM Q "

5. The workflow will run and a window will appear. You can now rename your files and
finalize the workflow.
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