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OVERVIEW
In this course juniors of high ability and motivation will study the tools that writers use to

communicate effectively. This is the study of rhetoric. Students will engage in critical thinking

and writing as they analyze language to understand authors’ purposes. The course also

emphasizes the mastery of various essay forms: the essay of rhetorical analysis, the

argumentation essay, the synthesis essay, and the personal narrative. In addition to writing

process essays, students will have the opportunity to practice writing timed essays in class and

to evaluate their own essays and those of others. This course also emphasizes the students’

growth in becoming well-informed citizens through the research and study of issues of

contemporary local, national and international significance. The literature studied in this course

is primarily non-fiction of various periods and styles, and literary study is primarily rhetorical

but also includes previously learned concepts such as character development and theme.

Authors include, but are not limited to, the following: Plato, Machiavelli, Mather, Swift,

Jefferson, Paine, Hawthorne, Douglass, Lincoln, Thoreau, Eliot, Woolf, Hurston, White,

Sontag, Abbey, Welty, Rodrigues, Didion, Obama. The required text is 50 Essays: A Portable

Anthology, edited by Samuel Cohen. Both small-group and full-class discussions are frequent.

Students who have completed this course are required to take the Advanced Placement English

Language and Composition Exam.
COURSE GOALS
The student will be able:

· To write organized, coherent and academically sound essays of argumentation, analysis, and synthesis

· To analyze various texts for style and rhetoric

· To write informal essays such as personal narrative and reading response journals

· To acquire a more extensive college-level vocabulary 

· To express ideas articulately in class discussions 

· To develop a more sophisticated writing style

· To read extensively and critically

· To apply research skills to become better-informed citizens
COURSE MATERIALS

            50 Essays: A Portable Anthology


--Cohen

            Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass

--Douglass

            The Scarlet Letter 


-- Hawthorne


            3-Ring binder 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
The student will:

-
follow rules outlined in the Student Handbook, especially regarding  attendance, dress code, and integrity.

-
arrive to class on time and with the necessary materials for that day.

-
demonstrate a mature approach to class by following established norms for  social interaction, including polite and thoughtful exchanges with others,  respect for diverse opinions, and sensitivity for peers and teacher's  needs.

-
use class time constructively, follow and participate in class  discussions and stay on task with in-class writing assignments.

-
complete all assignments. 

-
word-process formal papers.

· be responsible for gathering, from classmates or teacher, notes and assignments given when the student is absent.

· immediately upon return from an absence, complete tests missed and hand-in work assigned prior to the absence.


GRADING PROCEDURES

Components of grades:

Grades will be based upon the following: homework, classwork, quizzes, compositions, tests, projects, and participation in class discussion.  At the end of each quarter, all points are added up. The grade represents the percentage of the points out of the total possible points.

The semester final exam counts for up to 20 percent of the semester grade; each quarter’s grade counts for at least 40 percent of the semester grade.



If students want to find out their current grade: 

Students are required to keep all graded assignments in a classroom folder. They are responsible for checking KS Connect regularly.

"Extra credit" information:


Extra credit is not offered for this course.

Policy on make-up work:

1. If a student is in school the day an assignment is due, that assignment must be turned in.

2. Students who have been absent will, on their own initiative, make arrangements for make-up work immediately upon their return to school.

3. If a student is absent the day of an announced test or quiz, the test will be completed immediately upon return.

4. To avoid penalties, students who are absent on the day any major assignment is due must arrange to have that work delivered or emailed to the teacher by the start of the class period.

5. Assignments due on the day a student will miss class because of  a planned absence (including  field trips, athletic activities, musical performances, doctor appointments, Science Fair, etc.) MUST be turned in by the start of the period. 

6. For planned absences (fieldtrip, performance, etc.) the student is responsible for obtaining beforehand any work that will be missed during the absence.  Students are expected to keep up with the work while they are gone and to make arrangements to have that work turned in  on the due date.

7. Students who are absent for certain class assignments may not be able to make up the work. For example, if a student misses a class discussion, an activity that cannot be repeated, he/she will not receive credit for discussion.

Study Help:

Students should make arrangements for study help in advance.

Students may obtain study help during any unscheduled periods when the teacher does not have a class or any afternoon after school when the teacher does not have other responsibilities.  If a student makes arrangements to come in for study help, the appointment should be kept.  It is the responsibility of the student to seek study help when it is needed. 

Late Work:


LATE ASSIGNMENTS ARE NOT ACCEPTED.


Every assignment, unless otherwise specified, is due at the beginning of the class period.

Homework assignments that are checked for completion will not receive credit if they are turned in after class has begun.

A student who is absent may meet a deadline by turning in an assignment via email.  A hard copy of the assignment must be turned in, however, upon the student’s return to class.

Technology Policies:

· Students are required to check their KS email accounts on a daily basis.

· Students will not be allowed to use electronic devices such as i-pods, cell phones, etc., without clearing it with the teacher first. These devices must be turned off and put away BEFORE the student enters the classroom.

· Students are expected to save (electronically) all word-processed assignments. 

· Facebook and other electronic/computer games are off limits in the classroom.

· Computers should be left in their bags unless instructions are given otherwise.

· Students are not allowed to record (video or audio) classroom activities without prior approval from the teacher.
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