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Kamehameha Schools Maui Campus

Speech Communication
Ms. Romero

POETRY: INTERPRETATION & RECITATION
Objectives: 

1. To develop and express a personal connection to a particular piece of poetry.

2. To practice memorization techniques.

3. To elicit expressiveness in speech delivery.

For this speech, we will be taking a closer look at poetry. Through exploration, response, and reflection, you will have the opportunity to develop a personal connection with a poetry selection. Your presentation will discuss your interpretation of the poem (what you think the poem means) and why you like it. You may not use your own poetry. Remember—each person’s interpretation and presentation of literature are likely to be different.

You may choose a poem within the following guidelines.

1. It must be entirely appropriate for school. 

2. You have not memorized it for any other purpose, including middle school classes. 

3. It is at least 60 words long. 

4. It was written by a published author other than yourself. You may not use poems from websites where anyone can upload their poetry.

Find something that you enjoy and appreciate. You should want to share this poem with others because it shows us something of your personality.  

Your presentation will include:

· Your interpretation of the poem and why you like it or connect to it.
· Brief biographical information on the author: Who was he/she? Where and when did he/she live and write? Did events from his life or experiences affect his writing?

· A memorized recitation of your poem.

Criteria:

You will receive two grades for this speech. 
1)  Content & Presentation

Poem selected according to the guidelines.

Demonstrates substantial reflection on the poem selected.

Volume is loud enough to be heard.

Speaker makes significant eye contact with class. (You may have 2 3x5 notecards, front side only)
3-5 minutes in length
2)  Memorization 
For the highest grade of a C+ (79):  60-75 words 
For the highest grade of a B- (82):  76-100 words 
For the highest grade of a B+ (89):  101-125 words 
For the highest grade of an A (95):  126-150 words 
For the highest grade of an A+ (100):  151+ words

Due Dates:
Day 1 (A: 9/8; B: 9/9)

Poem Activity
Homework:

· Find a poem that speaks directly to you in some way. You may want to choose several poems around a similar theme or by the same author. WRITE OUT BY HAND the poem legibly on a separate piece of paper. It is not sufficient to bring in a sheet printed from the internet, or a book with a bookmark in it.

· Look up any unfamiliar words in the poem, check pronunciation, and prepare definitions.

Day 2 (A: 9/10; B: 9/11)
In-class: America’s Favorite Poetry Project videos.

(Answer on a separate piece of paper—use 3-5 complete sentences for each)

1. Why did you choose this poem? What about it appeals to you?

2. What is the central idea or theme of the selection?

3. What is the universal appeal of this poem?

4. Are there any words, phrases, and sentences in the selection that you do not understand?

5. How can you make use of pause, emphasis, pitch, inflection, rate, and volume in interpreting this selection?

Homework: Finish questions & memorize poem

Day 3 (A: 9/14; B: 9/15)
In-class: Poetry interpretation

Homework: Memorize poem and answer the following questions.

(Answer on a separate piece of paper— use 3-5 complete sentences for each)

1. Who is the fictional speaker of your poem?

2. Who is the imaginary audience?

3. What is the setting (where & when)?

4. What is the mood of this work? How do you know?
Day 4 (A: 9/16; B: 9/17)
In-class: Introductions & conclusions
Homework: Write an intro & conclusion for your speech & memorize poem

Day 5 (A: 9/18; B: 9/21)
In-class: Review rubric, peer evaluation of speeches, speech practice.

Homework: Practice speech

Day 6 & Day 7 (A: 9/22 & 9/24; B: 9/23)
Oral Interpretation speeches


